
Sunday 29  th   March 2020 – Fifth Sunday in Lent

Introductory Sentences

Leader Life is a journey on many different roads
All but God is always with us.

Leader Sometimes we lift our faces to the sun
All and God is with us.

Leader But then there is the hard journey through pathways of pain 
and fear in dark places

All but God is always with us.

Leader Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.

Hymn
O God you search me and you know me
All my thoughts lie open to your gaze
When I walk or lie down you are before me:
Ever the maker and keeper of my days.

You know my resting and my rising,
You discern my purpose from afar,
And with love everlasting you besiege me:
In every moment of life and death, you are.

Before a word is on my tongue, Lord,
You have known its meaning through and through.
You are with me beyond my understanding:
God of my present, my past and future, too.

Although your Spirit is upon me,
Still I search for shelter from your light
There is nowhere on earth I can escape you:
Even the darkness is radiant in your sight.

For you created me and shaped me
Gave me life within my mother’s womb
For the wonder of who I am, I praise you:
Safe in your hands, all creation is made new.



Prayers of Penitence
Leader Our Lord Jesus Christ said

'The first commandment is this:
“Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind,
and with all your strength.”

‘The second is this: “Love your neighbour as yourself.”
There is no other commandment greater than these.
On these two commandments hang all the law
and the prophets.’

All Amen. Lord have mercy.

Leader Let us call to mind our sin, our failure to value the love of others and our failure to 
love as Christ has loved us.

We confess to you our selfishness and lack of love.
Fill us with your Spirit.
Lord, have mercy.

All Lord, have mercy.

Leader We confess to you our fear and failure in sharing our faith.
Fill us with your Spirit.
Christ, have mercy.

All Christ have mercy.

Leader We confess to you our stubbornness and lack of trust.
Fill us with your Spirit.
Lord, have mercy.

All Lord, have mercy.

Leader May the Father of all mercies
cleanse us from our sins,
and restore us in his image
to the praise and glory of his name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

Prayer for today
Leader Most merciful God,

who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ
delivered and saved the world:
grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross
we may triumph in the power of his victory;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

All Amen.



Hymn
When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of Glory died
My richest gain I count but loss
And pour contempt on all my pride

Forbid it Lord, that I should boast
Save in the Cross of Christ my God
All the vain things that charm me most
I sacrifice them to his blood.

See from his head, his hands, his feet
Sorrow and love flow mingling down;
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet
Or thorns compose so rich a crown.

Were the whole realm of nature mine
That were an offering far too small
Love so amazing, So divine
Demands my soul, my life, my all

Reading 1

Reader The First Reading is Psalm one hundred and thirty.

Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord. 
   Lord, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive
   to the voice of my supplications! 

If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities,
   Lord, who could stand? 
But there is forgiveness with you,
   so that you may be revered. 

I wait for the Lord, my soul waits,
   and in his word I hope; 
my soul waits for the Lord
   more than those who watch for the morning,
   more than those who watch for the morning. 

O Israel, hope in the Lord!
   For with the Lord there is steadfast love,
   and with him is great power to redeem. 
It is he who will redeem Israel
   from all its iniquities. 

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Hymn
Jesu, lover of my soul,
let me to thy bosom fly,
while the nearer waters roll,
while the tempest still is high:
hide me, O my Saviour, hide,
till the storm of life is past;
safe into the haven guide,
O receive my soul at last.

Other refuge have I none,
hangs my helpless soul on thee;
leave, ah, leave me not alone,
still support and comfort me.
All my trust on thee is stayed,
all my help from thee I bring;
cover my defenceless head
with the shadow of thy wing.

Thou, O Christ, art all I want;
more than all in thee I find;
raise the fallen, cheer the faint,
heal the sick, and lead the blind.
Just and holy is thy name,
I am all unrighteousness;
false and full of sin I am,
thou art full of truth and grace.

Plenteous grace with thee is found,
grace to cover all my sin;
let the healing streams abound,
make and keep me pure within.
Thou of life the fountain art:
freely let me take of thee,
spring thou up within my heart,
rise to all eternity.

Reading 2

Reader The Second Reading is in the Gospel of John, chapter eleven, verses one to forty-
five.

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary was
the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus 
was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.’ But when Jesus heard
it, he said, ‘This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God 
may be glorified through it.’ Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 
after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 

Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Rabbi, 
the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?’ Jesus answered, ‘Are 
there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they 
see the light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.’ 



After saying this, he told them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to 
awaken him.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.’ Jesus, 
however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 
Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you 
may believe. But let us go to him.’ Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow-disciples, 
‘Let us also go, that we may die with him.’ 

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. Now 
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and 
Mary to console them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and 
met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.’ Jesus 
said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the 
resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe
in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do
you believe this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, 
the one coming into the world.’ 

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, ‘The 
Teacher is here and is calling for you.’ And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 
Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. The
Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They 
followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came 
where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died.’ When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also 
weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ 
They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved 
him!’ But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this 
man from dying?’ 

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against 
it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already 
there is a stench because he has been dead for four days.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if 
you believed, you would see the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked 
upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I 
have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.’ 
When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man came out, his
hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, 
‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ 

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in 
him. 

Reader This is the word of the Lord.

All Thanks be to God.

Response



The Creed
Leader Let's confess our faith together in the words of the Apostles’ Creed

All I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Leader Now we come to a time of intercessory prayer, bringing before God the needs of the 
world. Let us pray.

Prayers of Intercession,
ending with The Lord’s Prayer

Leader / Intercessor

Gathering our prayers and praises into one,
as our Saviour taught us so we pray

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen.



The Peace

Leader Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as 
the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.”

The peace of the Lord be always with you
All and also with you.

Hymn
How deep the Father's love for us,
how vast beyond all measure,
that he should give his only Son
to make a wretch his treasure.
How great the pain or searing loss;
the Father turns his face away,
as wounds which mar the chosen One
bring many souls to glory.

Behold the man upon a cross,
my sin upon his shoulders;
ashamed, I hear my mocking voice
call out among the scoffers.
It was my sin that held him there,
until it was accomplished;
his dying breath has brought me life –
I know that 'it is finished.'

I will not boast in anything,
no gifts, no power, no wisdom;
but I will boast in Jesus Christ,
his death and resurrection.
Why should I gain from his reward?
I cannot give an answer;
but this I know with all my heart,
his woulds have pain my ransom.

The Notices

The Blessing

Leader The peace of God,
which passes all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds
in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.

All Amen.



Hymn
Leader 1 Our final hymn is “O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder”.

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder
Consider all the works thy hand hath made.
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,
Thy power throughout the universe displayed

Then sings my soul my Saviour God, to Thee
How great thou art, How great thou art
Then sings my soul my Saviour God, to Thee
How great thou art, How great thou art.

When through the woods, and forest glades I wander
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur,
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze.

Then sings…

And when I think that God, his Son not sparing,
Sent him to die, I scarce can take it in.
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing
He bled and died to take away my sin.

Then sings…

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart;
Then I shall bow in humble adoration
And there proclaim, my God, how great thou art. 

Then sings…


