
Sunday 5  th   April 2020 – Palm Sunday

Introductory Sentences

Leader Life is a journey on many different roads
All but God is always with us.

Leader Sometimes we lift our faces to the sun
All and God is with us.

Leader But then there is the hard journey through pathways of pain 
and fear in dark places

All but God is always with us.

Leader Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.

Hymn
O God you search me and you know me
All my thoughts lie open to your gaze
When I walk or lie down you are before me:
Ever the maker and keeper of my days.

You know my resting and my rising,
You discern my purpose from afar,
And with love everlasting you besiege me:
In every moment of life and death, you are.

Before a word is on my tongue, Lord,
You have known its meaning through and through.
You are with me beyond my understanding:
God of my present, my past and future, too.

Although your Spirit is upon me,
Still I search for shelter from your light
There is nowhere on earth I can escape you:
Even the darkness is radiant in your sight.

For you created me and shaped me
Gave me life within my mother’s womb
For the wonder of who I am, I praise you:
Safe in your hands, all creation is made new.



Prayers of Penitence
Leader Our Lord Jesus Christ said

'The first commandment is this:
“Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind,
and with all your strength.”

‘The second is this: “Love your neighbour as yourself.”
There is no other commandment greater than these.
On these two commandments hang all the law
and the prophets.’

All Amen. Lord have mercy.

Leader Lord Jesus Christ, we confess that we have failed you as did your first disciples.
We ask for your mercy and your help.

When we take our ease rather than watch with you:
Lord, forgive us.

All Christ have mercy.

Leader When we bestow a kiss of peace yet nurse emnity in our hearts:
Lord, forgive us.

All Christ have mercy.

Leader When we strike at those who hurt us rather than stretch out our hands to bless:
Lord, forgive us.

All Christ have mercy.

Leader When we deny that we know you for fear of the world and its scorn:
Lord, forgive us.

All Christ have mercy.

Leader May the Father of all mercies
cleanse us from our sins,
and restore us in his image
to the praise and glory of his name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

Prayer for today
Leader Almighty and everlasting God,

who in your tender love towards the human race
sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ
to take upon him our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross:
grant that we may follow the example of his patience and humility,
and also be made partakers of his resurrection;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

All Amen.



Hymn

All glory, laud and honour,
To thee redeemer King
From whom the lips of children 
Made sweet Hosannas ring.

Thou art the King of Israel
through David’s royal son
who, in the Lord’s name comest
the King and blessed one.

All glory...

The company of angels 
are praising thee on high,
and mortal men, and all things
created make reply.

All glory...

The people of the Hebrews
with palms before thee went
our prayer and praise and anthems
before thee we present.

All glory...

To thee before thy passion
they sang their hymns of praise
to thee now high exalted
our melody we raise.

All glory...

Thou didst accept their praises
accept the prayers we bring,
who in all good delightest
thou good and gracious king.

Reading 1
Reader The First Reading is from Psalm one hundred and eighteen.

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
   his steadfast love endures for ever! 
Let Israel say,
   ‘His steadfast love endures for ever.’ 

Open to me the gates of righteousness,
   that I may enter through them
   and give thanks to the Lord. 



This is the gate of the Lord;
   the righteous shall enter through it. 
I thank you that you have answered me
   and have become my salvation. 

The stone that the builders rejected
   has become the chief cornerstone. 
This is the Lord’s doing;
   it is marvellous in our eyes. 
This is the day that the Lord has made;
   let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Save us, we beseech you, O Lord!
   O Lord, we beseech you, give us success! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
   We bless you from the house of the Lord. 
The Lord is God,
   and he has given us light.
Bind the festal procession with branches,
   up to the horns of the altar. 

You are my God, and I will give thanks to you;
   you are my God, I will extol you. 
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,
   for his steadfast love endures for ever. 

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Hymn

My song is love unknown,
My Saviour’s love to me;
Love to the loveless shown
that they might lovely be.
O who am I, that for my sake
My Lord should take, frail flesh and die?

He came from His blest throne
Salvation to bestow;
But men made strange, and none
the longed for Christ would know:
But O! my Friend, my Friend indeed,
Who at my need His life did spend.

Sometimes they strew His way,
And His sweet praises sing;
Resounding all the day
Hosannas to their King:
Then “Crucify!” is all their breath,
And for His death they thirst and cry.



They rise and needs will have
My dear Lord made away;
A murderer they saved,
the Prince of life they slay,
Yet cheerful He to suffering goes,
That He His foes from thence might free.

Here might I stay and sing,
No story so divine;
Never was love, dear King,
never was grief like Thine.
This is my Friend, in Whose sweet praise
I all my days could gladly spend.

Reading 2

Reader The Second Reading is in the Gospel of Matthew, chapter twenty-one, verses one to 
eleven.

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent
two disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a 
donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, 
just say this, “The Lord needs them.” And he will send them immediately.’ This took place to fulfil 
what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 
‘Tell the daughter of Zion,
Look, your king is coming to you,
   humble, and mounted on a donkey,
     and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ 
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and 
put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, 
and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of 
him and that followed were shouting,
‘Hosanna to the Son of David!
   Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, ‘Who is this?’ The crowds were 
saying, ‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.’  

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Response (with contributions by text – 01980 221047)



The Creed

All I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession,
ending with The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen.

The Peace

Leader Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as 
the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.”

The peace of the Lord be always with you
All and also with you.



Hymn

From heaven you came, helpless babe,
entered our world, your glory veiled;
not to be served but to serve,
and give your life that we might live.

This is our God, the Servant King,
he calls us now to follow him,
to bring our lives as a daily offering
of worship to the Servant King.

There in the garden of tears,
my heavy load he chose to bear;
his heart with sorrow was torn,
'Yet not my will but yours,' he said.

This is our God...

Come, see his hands and his feet,
the scars that speak of sacrifice,
hands that flung stars into space
to cruel nails surrendered.

This is our God...

So let us learn how to serve,
and in our lives enthrone him;
each other's needs to prefer,
for it is Christ we're serving.

This is our God...

The Notices

The Blessing

Leader May the Father,
who so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
bring you by faith to his eternal life.

All Amen.

Leader May Christ,
who accepted the cup of sacrifice
in obedience to the Father's will,
keep you steadfast as you walk with him the way of his cross.

All Amen.



Leader May the Spirit,
who strengthens us to suffer with Christ
that we may share his glory,
set your minds on life and peace.

All Amen.

Leader And the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remian with you always.

All Amen.
Hymn

Lord for the years your hand has kept and guided, 
Urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way
Sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided
Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today

Lord for that word, the word of life which fires us,
Speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze,
Teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us
Lord of the word, receive your people’s praise. 

Lord, for our land in this our generation,
Spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care:
For young and old, for commonwealth and nation
Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer.

Lord, for our world; when we disown or doubt you
Loveless in strength and comfortless in pain,
Hungry and helpless, lost indeed without you
Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign

Lord, for ourselves; in living pow’r remake us
Self on the cross and Christ upon the throne,
Past put behind us, for the future take us
Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone.


