
Sunday 3  rd   May – Fourth Sunday of Easter  

Introductory Sentences

Leader Alleluia. Christ is risen.
All He is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Leader Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
All He has given us new life and hope. He has raised Jesus from the dead.

Leader God has claimed us as his own.
All He has brought out of darkness. He has made us light to the world.

Leader Alleluia. Christ is risen.
All He is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Leader Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.

Hymn
The head that once was crowned with thorns
is crowned with glory now:
a royal diadem adorns
the mighty Victor's brow.

The highest place that heaven affords
is his, is his by right,
the King of kings and Lord of lords,
and heaven's eternal light.

The joy of all who dwell above,
the joy of all below,
to whom he manifests his love,
and grants his name to know.

To them the cross, with all its shame,
with all its grace, is given:
their name, an everlasting name,
their joy, the joy of heaven,

They suffer with their Lord below,
they reign with him above;
their profit and their joy to know
the mystery of his love.

The cross he bore is life and health,
though shame and death to him;
his people's hope, his people's wealth,
their everlasting theme.



Prayers of Penitence
Leader Our Lord Jesus Christ said

'The first commandment is this:
“Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind,
and with all your strength.”

‘The second is this: “Love your neighbour as yourself.”
There is no other commandment greater than these.
On these two commandments hang all the law
and the prophets.’

All Amen. Lord have mercy.

Leader Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, we come to you in sorrow for our 
sins, and confess to you our weakness and unbelief.

We have lived by our own strength, and not by the power of your resurrection.
In your mercy, forgive us.

All Lord, hear us and help us.

Leader We have lived by the light of our own eyes, as faithless and not believing.
In your mercy, forgive us.

All Lord, hear us and help us.

Leader We have lived for this world alone, and doubted our home in heaven.
In your mercy, forgive us.

All Lord, hear us and help us.

Leader May the God of love and power
forgive you and free you from your sins,
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

Prayer for today
Leader Almighty God,

whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life:
raise us, who trust in him,
from the death of sin to the life of righteousness,
that we may seek those things which are above,
where he reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

All Amen.



Hymn

Thine for ever! God of love,
hear us from thy throne above;
thine for ever may we be
here and in eternity.

Thine for ever! Lord of life,
shield us through our earthly strife;
thou the Life, the Truth, the Way,
guide us to the realms of day.

Thine for ever! O how blest
they who find in thee their rest!
Saviour, guardian, heavenly friend,
O defend us to the end.

Thine for ever! Shepherd, keep
us thy frail and trembling sheep;
safe alone beneath thy care,
let us all thy goodness share.

Thine for ever! Thou our guide,
all our wants by thee supplied,
all our sins by thee forgiven,
lead us, Lord, from earth to heaven.

Reading 1
Reader The First Reading is in the Acts of the Apostles, chapter two.

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 
prayers. 

Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. All 
who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions and 
goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time 
together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 
praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their 
number those who were being saved.  

Reader This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.



Hymn

Father, hear the prayer we offer:
not for ease that prayer shall be,
but for strength that we may ever
live our lives courageously.

Not for ever in green pastures
do we ask our way to be;
but the steep and rugged pathway
may we tread rejoicingly.

Not for ever by still waters
would we idly rest and stay;
but would smite the living fountains
from the rocks along our way.

Be our strength in hours of weakness,
in our wanderings be our guide;
through endeavour, failure, danger,
Father, be thou at our side.

Reading 2

Reader The Second Reading is in the Gospel of John, chapter ten.

‘Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another 
way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The 
gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name 
and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep 
follow him because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him
because they do not know the voice of strangers.’ Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but 
they did not understand what he was saying to them. 

So again Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came before 
me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by 
me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and 
kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.  

Reader This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Response

A leader will guide the congregation in reflection on the Bible readings.



The Creed
Leader Let's confess our faith together in the words of the Apostles’ Creed

All I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Leader Now we come to a time of intercessory prayer – that is, prayer in which we bring 
before God the needs of the world. Let us pray.

Prayers of Intercession,
ending with The Lord’s Prayer

Leader  / Intercessor

Gathering our prayers and praises into one,
as our Saviour taught us so we pray

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen.



The Peace

Leader The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, “Peace be with you.” 
Then they were glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
All and also with you.

Hymn

And now, O Father, mindful of the love
that bought us, once for all, on calvary’s tree
and having with us him who pleads above,
we here present, we here spread forth to thee
that only offering perfect in thine eyes
the one true, pure, immortal sacrifice.

Look, Father, look on his anointed face,
and only look on us as found in him;
look not on our misusings of thy grace,
our prayer so languid, and our faith so dim:
for lo, between our sins and their reward,
we set the Passion of thy Son our Lord.

And then for those, our dearest and our best,
by this prevailing presence we appeal:
O fold them closer to thy mercy’s breast,
O do thine utmost for their souls' true weal;
from tainting mischief  keep them pure and clear,
and crown thy gifts with strength to persevere.

And so we come: O draw us to thy feet,
most patient Saviour, who canst love us still;
and by this food, so awesome and so sweet,
deliver us from every touch of ill:
In thine own service make us glad and free,
and grant us never more to part with thee.

The Notices
A leader may deliver some notices.



The Blessing

Leader God the Father,
by whose love Christ was raised from the dead,
open to you the gates of everlasting life.

All Amen.

Leader God the Son,
who in bursting from the grave has won a glorious victory,
give you joy as you share the Easter faith.

All Amen.

Leader God the Holy Spirit,
who filled the disciples with the life of the risen Lord,
empower you and fill you with Christ's peace.

All Amen.

Leader And the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remian with you always.

All Amen.

Hymn

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father,
there is no shadow of turning with thee;
thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not,
as thou hast been thou forever wilt be.

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
morning by morning new mercies I see;
all I have needed thy hand hath provided,
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me.

Summer and winter, and spring-time and harvest,
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above,
join with all nature in manifold witness
to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.

Pardon for sin, and a peace that endureth,
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
strength for today, and bright hope for tomorrow,
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside.


