
Sunday 31  st   May – Pentecost  

Welcome

Introductory Sentences
Leader Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your people
All and kindle in us the fire of your love.

Leader All who are led by the Spirit of God
are children of God and fellow-heirs with Christ.

All Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your people.

Leader Renew the face of your creation, Lord,
pouring on us the gifts of your Spirit,

All and kindle in us the fire of your love.

Leader For the creation waits with eager longing
for the glorious liberty of the children of God.

All Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your people
and kindle in us the fire of your love.

Hymn
The Spirit lives to set us free,
walk, walk in the light.
He binds us all in unity
walk, walk in the light.

Walk in the light,
walk in the light,
walk in the light,
walk in the light of the Lord

Jesus promised life to all
walk, walk in the light;
The dead were wakened by his call,
walk, walk in the light.

He died in pain on Calvary
walk, walk in the light;
to save the lost like you and me,
walk, walk in the light.

We know his death was not the end
walk, walk in the light;
He gave his Spirit to be our friend,
walk, walk in the light.

The Spirit lives in you and me
walk, walk in the light;
His light will shine for all to see,
walk, walk in the light



Prayers of Penitence
Leader Our Lord Jesus Christ said

'The first commandment is this:
“Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind,
and with all your strength.”

‘The second is this: “Love your neighbour as yourself.”
There is no other commandment greater than these.
On these two commandments hang all the law
and the prophets.’

All Amen. Lord have mercy.

Leader What God has prepared for those who love him, he has revealed to us through the 
Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything.
Therefore, let us in penitence open our hearts to the Lord,
who has prepared good things for those who love him.

You raise the dead to life in the Spirit:
Lord, have mercy.

All Lord, have mercy.

Leader You bring pardon and peace to the broken in heart:
Christ, have mercy.

All Christ, have mercy.

Leader You make one by your Spirit the torn and divided:
Lord, have mercy.

All Lord, have mercy.

Leader May the God of love and power
forgive you and free you from your sins,
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

Prayer for today
Leader Holy Spirit, sent by the Father,

ignite in us your holy fire;
strengthen your children with the gift of faith,
revive your Church with the breath of love,
and renew the face of the earth,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen.



Hymn
Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire,
and lighten with celestial fire;
thou the anointing Spirit art,
who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart:

Thy blessèd unction from above
is comfort, life, and fire of love;
enable with perpetual light
the dullness of our blinded sight:

Anoint and cheer our soilèd face
with the abundance of thy grace:
keep far our foes, give peace at home;
where thou art guide no ill can come.

Teach us to know the Father, Son,
and thee, of both, to be but One;
that through the ages all along
this may be our endless song.

Praise to thy eternal merit,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Reading 1
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles, chapter two.

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from 
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they 
were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of 
them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the 
Spirit gave them ability. 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound 
the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native 
language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking 
Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, 
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews 
and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s 
deeds of power.’ All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’ But
others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’ 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and all who
live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as 
you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the 
prophet Joel: 
“In the last days it will be, God declares,
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
   and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,
   and your old men shall dream dreams. 



Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
   in those days I will pour out my Spirit;
     and they shall prophesy. 
And I will show portents in the heaven above
   and signs on the earth below,
     blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
The sun shall be turned to darkness
   and the moon to blood,
     before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Hymn

Come down, O Love divine,
seek thou this soul of mine,
and visit it, with thine own ardour glowing;
O Comforter, draw near,
within my heart appear,
and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing.

O let it freely burn,
till earthly passions turn
to dust and ashes in its heat consuming;
and let thy glorious light
shine ever on my sight,
and clothe me round, the while my path illuming.

Let holy charity
mine outward vesture be,
and lowliness become mine inner clothing:
true lowliness of heart,
which takes the humbler part,
and o'er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing.

And so the yearning strong,
with which the soul will long,
shall far outpass the power of human telling;
for none can guess its grace,
till he become the place
wherein the Holy Spirit makes his dwelling.



Reading 2
The Second Reading is in the Gospel of John, chapter seven.

On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing there, he cried out, ‘Let 
anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let the one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has 
said, “Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.” ’ Now he said this about the 
Spirit, which believers in him were to receive; for as yet there was no Spirit, because Jesus was not 
yet glorified. 

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Response
The leaders will say a few words in response to the Bible readings.

The Creed

All I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession,
ending with The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen.



The Peace

Leader God has made us one in Christ. He has set his seal upon us and, as a pledge of what 
is to come, has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. Alleluia.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
All and also with you.

Hymn
O God of burning, cleansing flame,
send the fire!
Thy blood-bought gift today we claim,
send the fire today!
Look down and see this waiting host,
give us the promised Holy Ghost;
we want another Pentecost:
send the fire today, send the fire today!

God of Elijah, hear our cry:
send the fire!
To make us fit to live or die,
send the fire today!
To burn up every trace of sin,
to bring the light and glory in,
the revolution now begin,
send the fire today, send the fire today!

'Tis fire we want, for fire we plead,
send the fire!
The fire will meet our every need,
send the fire today!
For strength to ever do the right,
for grace to conquer in the fight,
for pow'r to walk the world in white,
send the fire today, send the fire today!

To make our weak hearts strong and brave,
send the fire!
To live, a dying world to save,
send the fire today!
Oh, see us on thy altar lay
our lives, our all, this very day;
to crown the off'ring now we pray,
send the fire today, send the fire today! 

The Notices
A leader will deliver some notices.



The Blessing

Leader May the Spirit, who hovered over the waters when the world was created,
breathe into you the life she gives.

All Amen.

Leader May the Spirit, who overshadowed the Virgin when the eternal Son came among us,
make you joyful in the service of the Lord.

All Amen.

Leader May the Spirit, who set the Church on fire on the day of Pentecost,
bring the world alive with the love of the risen Christ.

All Amen.

Leader And the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remian with you always.

All Amen.

Hymn
Lord the light of your love is shining,
in the midst of the darkness, shining:
Jesus, Light of the World, shine upon us;
set us free by the truth you now bring us:
shine on me, shine on me,

Shine, Jesus, shine:
fill this land with the Father's glory;
blaze, Spirit, blaze: set our hearts on fire;
flow, river, flow:
flood the nations with grace and mercy;
send forth your Word,
Lord, and let there be light.

Lord, I come to your awesome presence,
from the shadows into your radiance;
by the blood I may enter your brightness:
search me, try me, consume all my darkness:
shine on me, shine on me,

As we gaze on your kingly brightness
so our faces display your likeness,
ever changing from glory to glory:
mirrored here, may our lives tell your story:
shine on me, shine on me,


