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Editor’s Welcome 
 

Hello and welcome to the second edition of our new 
Church Community Magazine. 
 
Thank you for the positive feedback following the first   
issue last month. We have tried to amend a few teething problems, as we 
understand some of you could not clearly read the text on a few of the      
pages. We have addressed this as we want our magazine to be inclusive for 
every person in the community, and as Editor, I hope we have achieved it. 
 
I am a true Moonraker (I was born in Savernake Hospital in Marlborough), 
and am a relative newcomer to Ludgershall. I knew little about the village 
when I moved here in 2007 and one of the delights I am enjoying about  
compiling the magazine, is that I am learning so much about my fellow       
residents and the communities of Ludgershall and Tidworth. 
 
In this issue, we have interesting updates from Ludgershall and Tidworth 
Town Councils, and Ludgershall local, Vede McLaren, tells us about a          
fascinating project she is running photographing the gravestones in               
St James churchyard. There are also articles about St James Eco church      
status, our community Chaplains, and we say a fond farewell to Win Dixon, 
who was a pillar of our community, and recently passed away. 
 
We hope you will enjoy reading the magazine, and please contact me at                                   
editor.ludgershallandtidworth@gmail.com if you would like to make a    
contribution. We may not be able to include 
everything we receive (there are only 32       
pages…), but this is your magazine and we   
welcome your involvement to make it a        
success.  
 
Finally, a big thank you to all of the contributors 
in this edition. 
Sarah Blanchard 
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Our Rector writes.. 

Dear Friends, 
 
So much has changed in the last month! 
 
Now that things are returning to some sort of new    
normal and the Government is encouraging even    
people in the shielding category to start leaving home, 
go to the shops, collect prescriptions, etc. we have decided to stop the       
Prescription Delivery Service that I set up at the beginning of the lockdown.    
I am sure that many of you are very grateful for what this small army of      
volunteers have achieved over the last few months in helping to cut down the 
queues at our local Pharmacies and enabling local people in Ludgershall and 
Tidworth (and in our surrounding villages) to self-shield and self isolate. 
 
I am immensely grateful to all of those local people who formed this team 
and did most of the work of delivering peoples' prescriptions. In particular I 
would like to thank Karen Allingham, our Town Clerk in Ludgershall, and Lynn 
Taylor, our Garrison Welfare Officer in Tidworth, who ran this scheme and 
coordinated our volunteers on a day to day basis. I would also like to thank 
the Tidworth resident who gave us the first £700 to set up a fund to be able 
to respond to any emergency needs thrown up by the lockdown and the 
£2000 that Ludgershall Town Council awarded what has now become our 
Community Fund, enabling us to pay mileage (at the standard 45p per mile) 
and repay any other expenses incurred by our local volunteers in the course 
of helping local people. With all of the needs that we have met and all of the 
mileage that we have driven a lot of that money is now gone. So I am also 
very grateful to all of those people who made donations to this fund and I 
hope that it will mean that we can be better placed to respond to local need if 
we ever have to have a local lockdown or face similar problems in the future. 
 
I am immensely proud of the way that people in Ludgershall and in Tidworth 
have pulled together and shown real community spirit in taking care of our 
neighbours in this and in very many other ways locally. 
 



continued 
 
We celebrated Tidworth's Parish Church's 729th birthday in the last edition of 
this new, experimental, Community Magazine last month, and in this month's 
edition we are celebrating the 725th birthday of our Parish Church in          
Ludgershall.  
 
Thank you to everyone who baked a birthday cake and lit birthday candles for 
Holy Trinity last month and thank you to everyone who raised a glass... or two 
or three to celebrate St James birthday this month. It has been lovely to be 
able to celebrate our churches birthdays (although not in the way that we    
normally would have wanted) as a celebration of not only our church          
community but also as a celebration of people coming together and our wider 
sense of community-spirit in Ludgershall and Tidworth. 
 
The lockdown has been hard for me, just as it has been for everyone (although 
in very different ways because of the very different experiences that we have 
all had). However, one of the real joys for me in these last few months has 
been the number of people who have engaged with us through our Facebook 
pages and websites and through our Sunday morning worship broadcasts on 
our local radio station Castledown FM (104.7FM) and through our                  
Supermarket Chaplaincy at the Tidworth Tesco and the Ludgershall Co-op. 
 
May God bless you all, Rev Tim 

Church Walks  
Join us for a gentle, local walk. We 
will meet at the gate of St James at 
10:00 am on Saturday 29 August 
and Saturday 26 September: hope 
to see you there! 



 
As the Government has allowed churches to open for private prayer, we are 
opening our churches as safely as we can.   
    
St James Ludgershall will be open every day, and most Thursdays between 
2pm and 4pm our Rector, Rev Tim, will be in the church or churchyard. 
 
Holy Trinity Tidworth will be open on Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday         
afternoons from 2pm to 4pm, and most Tuesdays between 2pm and 4pm our 
Rector, Rev Tim, will be in the church or churchyard. 
 
You are very welcome to use our churches as a space for prayer, or as a place 
to get away from it all for a little peace and quiet. 
 
Please help us to keep you and everyone safe by following the instructions 
outside the church door. Please sanitise your hands before you enter and   
record your contact details on the slip of paper next to the hand sanitizer,  
provided outside the church door. We would like to have your contact          
details in case we need to contact you for reasons of Public Health. And if you 
don't mind, we'd like to be able to  contact you again about future events.  
Finally, remember to sanitise your hands as you leave the church. 

Church re-opens 

Details of who to contact if you want to arrange a church service: 
 
For Baptisms 
Holy Trinity Tidworth, Tina on 01980 600892 
St James Ludgershall , Sue on  01264 791487 
baptism.ludgershallandtidworth@gmail.com 
 
For Weddings 
Holy Trinity Tidworth – Tina on 01980 600892 
St James Ludgershall – Janet on 01264 790213 
wedding.ludgershallandtidworth@gmail.com 
 
For Funerals 
Holy Trinity Tidworth – Tina on 01980 600892 
St James Ludgershall – Julie on 01264 790448 
funeral.ludgershallandtidworth@gmail.com 

mailto:baptism.ludgershallandtidworth@gmail.com
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I was born not too far way in Chippenham  
Maternity Hospital, so defiantly a Moonraker, 
but my home town is Melksham. I lived with 
my Grandparents and my early memories are 
gathering mushroom for breakfast, helping 
with my Grandad’s pigeons and the dogs!   
Riding on the back of mums push bike to the 
little church school, and riding on the tank of 
my dad’s motor bike! Later when spending 
the summers with my paternal grandparents, who lived in the little village of 
Stoke Row which is near Henley-on-Themes, I was able to walk endlessly on 
my own in the woods, visit my uncles farm and bingo on Saturday nights.  
We would stop off at the Cherry Tree pub on the way home and I would 
have a sip of my Nan’s Cabbies Ginger wine!  I still love it today.   
  
Much later I find myself living in Bath married to a cellist and working for the 
MOD.  Somewhere along the way I decided to concentrate on HR and in a 
way that brought me to Ludgershall and DMed. I had a choice, Abbey Wood 
Bristol or Ludgershall, there was no contest, I chose Ludgershall.  I have not 
regretted one minute of it. Coming to DMed/MSA led me a degree course in 
Personnel Management, working in London, Bulford and finally back to MSA 
until it closed in 2005. I think sadly, I may have been the last one to turned 
the lights out. 
 
There was sadness coming here but also much happiness when I met and 
remarried and spent 18 blissfully years with Philip. I came to St James 
through bellringing and I am currently Churchwarden and PCC Secretary.  
My other contributions involve me with St James Children’s Church,           
outreach to our schools, and the community.  I am a school governor at   
Castle Primary and a year or so ago I started handbell ringing, I hope it will 
not be too long until we can start meeting again to practice!  
Julie  

Introducing our Churchwardens….. 
Julie Walker 



Mike 

Born not far from Ludgershall, in Urchfont 
in my grandparents’ farm cottage. I had a    
privileged childhood growing up just over 
the county border in Somerset. Every     
childish activity was safe from harm         
because for the most part we were all 
known to each other in those days and 
somehow, those recently demobbed        
National Service men and womenfolk 

brought into village society a clear sense of authority and determination to 
set things to rights after a dreadful few years. I remember as a lad frequently 
accompanying grandfather in his clock winding duty in St Peter’s Church and 
learned to ring the tower bells there although for some reason, Sunday 
school was enjoyed in the Methodist chapel. 
 
I chose a mechanical engineering student apprenticeship with Cadbury Fry, 
very much against the wishes of my father who himself had reached the 
peak in his craft skills to head up the Toolroom at a Royal Enfield engineering 
factory in Westwood. After qualifying to work as a design draughtsman at 
Cadbury’s and elsewhere, I found myself married to Babs, who effortlessly 
provided the necessary focus for my real personal development, leading to 
appointment as a professional engineer with the Royal Corps of Naval     
Constructors within MoD(N).  Fabulous opportunities followed right across 
the mechanical, electrical and nuclear engineering worlds.  
 
We have three fine sons and are blessed with the joys of ten grandchildren. 
Along the way we have lived in Bristol, Tiverton, Frome, Sittingbourne and 
Cornwall before alighting here in Faberstown 23 years ago. 
 
My contribution to our village social and church life has included driving for 
the Wiltshire Link scheme, being Tower Captain for bell ringing at St James, 
sharing church project management of the new church rooms build project 
and taking part in the fabric management of St James through sitting on the 
Parochial Church Council. I am a Church Warden, helping where I can and 
also for my sins, am chair of the Chute Villages Gardening Club.    

and Churchwarden Mike Dunning 



 
 

 
Castle Primary Leavers Service 2020 (the lockdown edition) 
 
A few days before the end of term three of us came 
together in St James Church Hall with some simple 
props and an iPhone to see if we could make a     
video Leaver’s Service for the final year students at 
Castle Primary School. Although we knew we    
couldn’t go into the school or invite the school to 
come to us in church we wanted to mark this special 
moment in any child’s life. 

We had decided to tell the story of the Road to     
Emmaus as a fitting metaphor and tried to relate it 
to how the children might be feeling about this   
transition in their lives. There was a bit of               
story-telling, a craft activity and a prayer. And,      
actually, it turned out a lot better than any of us had        
anticipated…. 

And we had a lot of fun! Especially when Tim fluffed 
his lines and Sue forgot the bread and Julie’s little           
pipe-cleaner-person didn’t turn out right! 

I suspect the children will         
remember the out-takes 
more than the “real”       
message, but that’s ok… in fact if they glimpsed       
anything of the joy of the Gospel and us not taking 
ourselves too seriously, then that’s great! 

Our first foray into making movies 

Castle Primary leavers with their Moving On books, donated to them by the church 



St James is having a new stained glass window 
Sophie Hacker specialises in Church Art, and here she  tells us about    
creating the window and why she is excited to be part of the project 

After a long period of gestation it is absolutely glorious to finally start work on 
this project - the window of Saint James Ludgershall.  
 
It is a design inspired by the story of the town and its      
historical associations with the Armed Forces, and by 
the eternal reality of hope offered by the Christian 
faith. The resurrection takes centre stage rendering 
in beautiful silvered golden glass.  
 
The window will be acid etched and painted in a rich range of textures and 
tones but still allows slight sunshine to stream into the south chapel. After the 
stresses and worries of lockdown I am particularly loving the soaring open 
blues, representing both the skies of Salisbury Plain and also the spiritual 
realm where all people are free.  I hope you will like it.  Sophie  

Sophie at work in          her studio 

 

If Sophie’s words inspire you, and 
you like you would like to be part of 
this project, you can do so by      
making a contribution to the cost of 
this stained glass window.  
 
The total cost of the window is 
£20,000, half of which has already 
been raised and allowed Sophie to 
start making it. Perhaps you would 
like to sponsor a piece of glass. Here 
at St James, we think this is a really 
special project, reaching out not   
only to the folk who worship here regularly, but to everyone who has          
connections to this place and our wider community. Donations of any size will 
be warmly welcomed, so don’t be put off getting involved - we would love to 
draw together in making this window into a collective gift from our present         
community to the one of the future.  Please call 07889503132 for more         
information.   



Happy Birthday St James 

725 years old on 26 July 
Raising a glass, or mug, or flask for our Church! 



Having helped in Tidworth Tesco’s for two months, a few weeks ago we started 
being Community Chaplains for customers and staff at our local Co-op in    
Ludgershall.   
 
Have you spotted us yet? 
We are there to support 
staff and customers. Thank 
you to the staff for making 
us so welcome and for   
everything they’re doing to 
keep us all fed.           
 
Did you know the Co-op, 
including our local store, supports local charities? When Co-op members shop 
in the store 1% of what they spend on selected Co-op branded products and 
services goes to support local causes through their Local Community Fund.  
 
So, come everyone, join up and become a member, it benefits you and your       
community to shop with the Co-op.  
Julie Walker 

Community Chaplains 

 
The St James Share Club 

 
Our Share Club winners during the lock down are: 

 
                  April 122 W Phillips May 105 M Harrington 

June 110 C Plummer July 85 Mrs Janet Robinson 
 

         You can still join our Share Club.  It’s a monthly draw and the prize      
money will never be less than half of the monthly subscriptions and will rise in 

direct ratio to the number of participating members.  
 

For details: Julie Walker 01264 790448 



Who do you think you are? 
We have recently withdrawn all our records from the County Archives dating 
back to 1602, in order to create a ‘searchable’ database for parish use.           
Baptisms, Marriages and Burials are not quite the same as Births Marriages and 
Deaths, especially as for some time, churchyards have been full, and burials 
have become the responsibility of councils. 
 
To date nearly 4,000 burials have been recorded, as have 1600 marriages, and 
6400 baptisms. 
 
Interpreting the handwriting of Parish Priests or Parish Clerks is very             
challenging, particularly in the early eras when spelling was not deemed that 
important, furthermore, some of the early records are in Latin! Ultimately we 
intend to link these records with graveyard locations, but that is a bit in the             
future. 
 

We have built a display stand and the computer records will be in the church
as soon as we are fully authorised to return to normal service, and can arrange 
a formal public launch. In the meantime, if this is a subject that interests you, 
and you want information about your family history, please contact me on 
01264791487, or email on errolsue487@gmail.com. 
Errol 



Weddings at St James 

Were you married at St James Church, Ludgershall? Do you 
have photos you would like to share?  
 
As the dates of all the weddings held at St James have been 
recorded, we thought it would enhance the records with 
photos, thus making a very important contribution to our 
social history. 
 
If you or any of your relatives were married at St James, and 
you have photos, together with names and dates, I’m    
wondering if you would agree to for me to make a copy to 
link in with the records? 
 
I would take great care of your photos and return them   
immediately. You can contact me Sue Williams on 01264 
791487. Alternatively you could email a  photo with all the 
details to suewilliams588@gmail.com. 
 
Thank you to those who have already provided photos. 
Sue Williams 

mailto:suewilliams588@gmail.com


John writes “we were married  at St James Church on  
2 July 1960 by the Rev, Oliver.  We met the previous 
June when Jenny was a hairstylist at Tony Gale’s High 
Street salon and I had just left the army. Tony was 
giving me lessons on gents hairdressing before going 
to Letchworth on a six months vocational course. We 
were engaged in October 1959. 
 
We have two sons, eight grandchildren and two great grandchildren. We 
moved to France in 2000 where we purchased a farmhouse.  We returned to 
Ludgershall in 2005 when Jenny became very home sick. We moved into a 
beautiful sheltered housing apartment in the High-Street where we have 
lived very happily for the last fifteen years”. 

Congratulations! 
Ludgershall residents, John & Jenny Hollis celebrate       
their Diamond Wedding Anniversary 



Hello, my name is Veda McLaren. My official vocation is teacher, but my       
passion is history and research.  
 
I contacted Julie Walker, explaining I wanted to photograph the graves of St 
James as whilst walking through the churchyard one day, I noticed many graves 
had become completely illegible. This sparked an interest and I began to       
research ways of making illegible headstones temporarily legible to photograph 
them. 

This cross has a prominence in the churchyard, but 
did you know it is the memorial to William Awdry 
who was Reverend of Ludgershall for 36 years? He 
appears in Kelly's Directory of 1867. Kelly's Directory 
was a trade directory in England that listed all       
businesses and tradespeople in a particular city or 
town, as well as local gentry, landowners, charities, 
and other facilities. In effect, it was a Victorian       
version of today's Yellow Pages. 
 
My work led to more discussions and I am thrilled to 

now be part of a greater project to not only find and photograph graves, but to 
also research and create a database of graves, births, marriages, baptisms and 
deaths in our local area. I have even been able to trace census records,          
addresses and occupations of the people of Ludgershall and surrounds. 
 
I have added extensively to a website called ‘Find a Grave’ and whilst the       
priority is to get every grave photographed and transcribed, I have also been 
adding biographies. This will take some time, but I hope to 
eventually find  information on every family, extending     
beyond St James to the newer cemetery and those of  other 
denominations and non-church burials. 
If you would like further information about my work, or have 
local historical knowledge you would like to share, you can 
contact me via editor.ludgershallandtidworth@gmail.com. 
Veda 

The gravestones of St James are  
being photographed! 
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Ludgershall Town Council update 

Ludgershall Town Facilities during the lockdown:  
 
 The office staff worked from home with public access by phone and email 

and continued to work hard and keep the Council and the Town running,  
always adhering to the many government guidelines. 

 Regular updates have been posted on Facebook and the Town Council 
website https://www.ludgershall-tc.gov.uk/ to keep residents informed 
and updated. 

 The public toilets were kept open with a more stringent cleaning process. 
 Both allotments were kept open and water was turned on ready for all to 

use for their exercise quota! 
 The Cemetery was open to visitors and for small, socially distanced grave 

side services. 
 All outside areas within the Ludgershall Town Council remit, continued to 

be maintained by our contractors, but the Government put in place an 
order to close all outdoor gyms and play areas. 

 
Moving forward as lockdown restrictions start to ease:  
 
 The staff have returned to the office with the Clerk and Admin Assistant 

back at their socially distanced desks.   
 The Town Council office is open by appointment only on Monday, 

Wednesday and Thursday from 10am – 1pm. Please contact us on 01264 
391629 or email  info@ludgershall-tc.gov.uk, to arrange an appointment. 

 The public toilets remain open and are still subject to a stringent cleaning 
process. 

 The allotments remain open, and have done so throughout the pandemic, 
with additional guidelines issued for their safe use. 

 The Community Hub remains closed for the present time but will be re-
opened when it is safe to do so 

 
 

Ludgershall through the 2020 pandemic and lockdown  

https://www.ludgershall-tc.gov.uk/
mailto:info@ludgershall-tc.gov.uk


continued 
 

 All the bus shelters in Ludgershall are being          
refurbished at the end of July 2020 

 The vehicle entrance to the Recreation ground has 
been re-built to allow easier access for circus and 
military vehicles and will be completed over the 
coming weeks. 

 The play areas and Outdoor Gym were re-opened 
on 8 July 2020 following some essential repairs and 
maintenance work. Government Guidelines have 
been issued for the safe use of these areas. 

 
Ludgershall and Wiltshire are one of the areas with the 
least number of Covid-19 casualties.  
 
We would like to thank all Ludgershall residents who 
have listened and adhered to the Government          
Guidelines, as this is what has made this statistic        
possible. 
 
When Ludgershall is allowed, the community will celebrate in whatever way    
they see fit. 
Karen & Ali 
 
 

Karen Allingham 
Town Clerk/Responsible       
Financial Officer  

Ali Jarvis                              
Admin Assistant 



Tidworth Town Council news update 

Following Government guidance, Tidworth Town Council    
re-opened its five play areas on 6 July, which I am sure is a 
great relief to many parents and children. The Council's 
office in Wylye Road is also now open from 10am to noon 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Our Hall is also going to be open to user groups 
with appropriate social distancing. Hopefully, this is the start of life getting 
back to some normality. 
 
Tidworth Town Council has been holding virtual meetings since May and is  
preparing for its Committees to hold hybrid meetings when they can. This is 
where it is partly in person (socially distanced) and on-line for the public and 
members of the council who are in vulnerable groups or do not wish to meet in 
person. The full Council is unlikely to meet in person for some time as it is too 
large to enable safe social distancing. 
 
The Council has decided to remove the buggy shelter outside of the Council 
office and the bus shelter next to the Wylye Road play park (opposite the Post 
Office). The buggy shelter has never really been used and has had issues in the 
past.  As it will need to be removed when the civic centre is built, the Council 
decided now is the time to remove it. The bus shelter was originally erected as 
the youth said they wanted somewhere they could chill outside. It was well 
used to start with but the last two years there have been many  complaints of 
alleged drug use/dealing, anti-social behaviour and damage to the shelter. We 
have therefore decided it should be removed. On a positive note, the two  
shelters might be used by Tidworth Town Football Club at its Humber Lane 
base. 
 
The plans for the civic centre are moving apace and the 
Council has appointed a project manager, quantity        
surveyor and tax experts to join our architect and legal 
team, completing the team of professionals to deliver the 
scheme. The Town Council will consider the financial    
business case at its August meeting. If approved, we will 
move towards the submission of the full planning         
application by early next year. 
 

Mark Connolly 
Mayor & Wiltshire     
Councillor for Tidworth 



 

After much hard work to better care for our earth, St. James has been       
awarded a Bronze Eco Church Award from the Christian environmental charity                  
A Rocha UK. 
 
To earn the award, St. James has been developing our worship, teaching, and 
outreach about caring for creation through writing nature articles, working with 
the Scouts to improve habitat for wildlife in the churchyard, decreasing our  
carbon footprint and energy usage, and developing a wildflower meadow on 
the north side of the churchyard to encourage native wildflowers. 
 
We were thrilled to discover that wildflower seeds harvested 
locally and seeded in the wildflower area have flowered this 
summer! These yellow rattle (Rhinanthus minor) flowers are 
semi-parasitic on grass, and along with Rev. Tim’s sheep, will 
help us slowly reduce the density of the grass in order for 
even more flowers to thrive in the future.  
 
St. James joins many other churches across our diocese working to improve our 
environment by becoming Eco Churches. The Bishop of Salisbury, Rt. Rev.    
Nicholas Holtam, said in an interview with the diocesan newsletter that          

becoming an Eco Diocese, “Shows that as a    
Diocese we recognise that the care for God’s 
creation is at the heart of ministry and mission.”  
Nature note. To develop your own wildflower 
meadow, try leaving a patch of lawn to grow  
between March and September and see what 
plants grow.  After the growing season, keep the 
grass short and remove cuttings, this will reduce 

the amount of grass and allow flowers and other species to flourish. If you 
would like to sow flower seeds later, do be careful to use local, native seeds, as 
many mixes available online can include invasive seeds which might harm our 
local environment.  

St. James achieves a  
Bronze Eco Church Award! 

Having fun in the Churchyard 



It is with great sadness that we said goodbye to our very dear 
friend Winifred (Win) Dixon this month. Win was a pillar of our 
community and will be sorely missed by all who knew and loved 
her.  
 
Born before the first world war in 1929 in Axbridge, Somerset, 
she was the sixth child in a family of five boys and five girls.  
When she married Conrad Dixon, she became a mother of four 

children, and had a career in teaching. She moved to Ludgershall in 1982 to  
retire and spend more time with her mother, Hilda.  
 
Win’s memory will live on, through her books and writing, her civic works on 
the Parish Council which included planting daffodils bulbs around the village, 
which brighten our lives today, and her work on the Millennium tapestry in the 
Memorial Hall.  She will remain in our memory as she touched, and will        
continue to, touch our lives in so many ways. 
 
Win was very generous with her time and energy and she supported many 
charities, including the NSPCC, Red Cross, Christian Aid and St. James Church. 
Win was a member of St James PCC and our archivist for many years helping 
families from far and wide to research their family connections with            
Ludgershall and St James. Many will still remember the church fundraisers for 
Christmas, the Spring and Autumn Fairs, the Summer Garden Parties she       
organised in the Rectory garden and the Harvest Festival Suppers in the        
Memorial Hall. Win was tireless!  
 
Up until March this year when our Church was closed because of COVID, Win 
regularly attended our Sunday 10am Sunday service and enjoyed the            
after-service coffee hour talking and gossiping with us all.  
 
Win sadly lost her daughter Annie in 2020 and is survived by her two daughters 
Jane and Sarah and son Richard, grandchildren, and great grandchildren. 
Julie Walker 

Fond memories of Win Dixon, a well known Ludgershall 
resident who recently passed away 



This has been an unusual three months for 
us all, not least because it is difficult to            
remember a  period with such glorious 
weather after such a miserable wet winter. I 
have got to know the woods around        
Ludgershall much better. I was fortunate that 
all my work on my next book had been    
completed before isolation began. I have 
thus spent the time preparing the              
manuscript for publication next year.         
Publishing books of an academic nature is a 
slow process. 
 
For the last two years I have lived with the    
stories of the British churches and their       
German counterparts in the years between 
1945 and 1950. I was tempted to call the book ‘Retribution or Reconciliation?’ 

Rev Dr Peter Howson 

The subject has been with me since my 
childhood in north London when, in the 
1950s my church had a connection with a 
nearby German Lutheran congregation. As a 
theological student in Cambridge in the 
1970s I studied with a professor who had 
been, in October 1945, amongst the first 
British church delegation to visit the        
German Evangelical Church. Then in the 
1980s and 1990s as an army chaplain I spent 
almost twelve years stationed in  Germany. 
 
The subject took a back seat after I retired 
and went to Inverness and then Weybridge 
to serve as a local Methodist minister. There 
I concentrated on writing about military 
chaplains. My question now is, ‘What next?’ 
Peter. 

My Life in Lock Down 
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Fly on the wall 

  
 
 
Have you ever fancied being a fly on the wall during a clergy staff meeting?  
Imagine, there’s Rev’d Tim and Rev’d Jimmy, each with a cup of tea and a   
chocolate digestive.  
 
“What great ministry will we do this week, Tim?” 
“Well, over the weekend I had 23 ideas, Jimmy…”  
 
Ok, so perhaps my imagination is running away with me, but in our Bible Study 
this last month, we have had the privilege of being fly on the wall of the staff 
meeting between St Paul and Timothy. Reading Paul’s first letter to Timothy, 
we realized that this letter isn’t like some of his other letters, which are to 
whole church communities (Galatians, Philippians, Corinthians). But this time, 
Paul is writing to the leader of the church in Ephesus, to the equivalent of the 
Vicar, to Timothy.  
 
What does Paul want to warn Timothy about? What is the threat? Put simply, it 
is distractions. Paul is concerned about anything that could distract us away 
from the Good News of Jesus.  
 
We are so easily distracted and side-tracked (who, us? Yes, us!) so beware all 
sorts of things, even things that seem like a good idea at the time, taking our 
attention away from the most important thing. Getting preoccupied with    
speculation, vain discussion or bogged down with folk who don’t really know 
what they are talking about, we get pulled this way and that by fake news,  
gossip, memes...even when we think they might have a point. Sound familiar?  
 
If Chapter 1 was perhaps dealing with broader distractions in society and you 
felt you could hold it at arms length, it gets way more personal in Chapter 2. 
I’m paraphrasing, because this passage has been tussled over by Christians the 
world over ever since it was written. You may wish to tussle with it too, but for 
now I’m going to continue to gather together the threads about distractions we 
face as humans which pull us away from Jesus and his Cross and Resurrection.  
 
So, it gets personal in Chapter 2. Do we find ourselves quarrelling, causing    
arguments, or getting angry with each other? Or do we get obsessed by the  

Notes from a Bible Study 



continued  
way we look, the latest fashion, a swish hair-do or a Gucci bag?  
 
Paul’s guidance for Timothy, for his congregation: keep your eyes on the prize, 
people, eyes on the prize! Focus all your attention on ‘the glorious gospel’. Paul 
rehearses it there in Chapter 1 verse 15: “Christ came into the world to save  
sinners.” That’s it.     
 
So rather than getting distracted, Paul points out some things we can do to stay 
focussed. We can pray. We can concentrate on learning more about God by 
setting aside beauty in appearance and doing genuine good for others instead, 
which is beautiful to God. We can pray for governments and monarchs, so ‘we 
may lead a quiet life.’ If we can live a quiet life, we will be able to concentrate 
even more, and hold to the faith we ‘first heard’. Hold onto that voice of God 
when He first assured you that you are loved, you are His child and He has a 
plan for you, full of grace and love for all time, whatever happens.                     
 

                                                                                                                      
 

Ros Leverett 

Amazing Faith wordsearch 

Answ
ers on next page 



Savoury Marmite &  
Cheese Scones 
 
Ready in 25-35mins 
 
Pre-heat the oven 190C 
 
Sift 140g/5oz Self raising flour and 
140g/5oz Wholemeal flour into a 
bowl with 1tsp Baking powder. 
 
Rub in 50g/2oz butter (cut into small cubes) until it resembles breadcrumbs. 
Stir in 50g/2oz Mature Cheddar cheese (grated) 
 
Whisk together 1 egg, 1tbsp Marmite, 3tbsp milk and 2tbsp Greek yogurt   
in a jug. Pour this into the flour mixture, bring together with a knife to make 
a soft dough. Turn this out onto a floured board and roll out to 2cm/3 or 
4inch thick and cut into scones with a cutter. 
Place on a greased baking tray, glaze with a little milk and sprinkle over an 
extra 25g/1oz grated cheese. 
Bake in a hot oven for approximately  10-12 minutes and cool before serving. 
 
This recipe comes from Iris Burnett .  Iris gave it to me just before we moved 
to Bibury in 2010. It proved to be extremely popular, and whether you love 
or hate Marmite, these scones were enjoyed by even those who hate it. 
Sue Williams Wordsearch answers 

Romans 
Loves 
Pain 
Healed 
Asked 
Leaders 
People 
Anyone 
Jesus 
Help 
Invaded 
Friends 

Understand 
Amazed 
Servant 
Tricky 
Faith 
Believed 
Centurion 
Authority 
House 
Deserves 
Capernaum 
Israel 

 
 
 
 



Colouring for children 





Worshipful Colouring  



Future editions of our Community Magazine 
As your local churches, we want to support local groups, businesses and    
people as much as we can. If you would like to advertise your local business, 
products or services, please email advert.ludgershallandtidworth@gmail.com 
  
Advertising local groups 
Tell us about your group so we can advertise it to the wider community in 
Ludgershall and Tidworth. Explain how all people can join in, even if we are 
housebound or limited in our ability to meet in ways we normally would. 
Please email advert.ludgershallandtidworth@gmail.com  
 
For submission of articles, stories, and feedback, please email 
editor.ludgershallandtidworth@gmail.com  
We may not be able to print everything received, and we welcome               
submissions from individuals, businesses or groups. 
 
For subscriptions or to make a donation 
We are trying to avoid charging as we want to offer you our community     
magazine for free. If you would like to support our work, or the work of our 
local churches as we try to support local people, please contact us at 
subs.ludgershallandtidworth@gmail.com  

mailto:advert.ludgershallandtidworth@gmail.com
mailto:advert.ludgershallandtidworth@gmail.com
mailto:editor.ludgershallandtidworth@gmail.com
mailto:subs.ludgershallandtidworth@gmail.com


Our Rector is The Reverend Tim Laundon 
07894 209833 

revtimlaundon@gmail.com 
Our Curate is The Reverend Jimmy Holden 

01264 791770 ludgershall.curate@gmail.com 
Our Church Wardens are: 

Tina Edwards (Holy Trinity Tidworth)                
01980 600892 

Julie Walker (St James Ludgershall)                   
01264 790448 

Mike Dunning (St James Ludgershall)               
01264 398602 

Our Church Halls are available for hire: 
For enquiries about Holy Trinity Church Hall,    

contact Tina on 01980 600892 
For enquiries about St James Church Hall,          

contact Julie on 01264 790448 

 
St James Ludgershall & Holy Trinity Tidworth 

The Benefice Office can be contacted on   
01264 790042 

Printed by Taits Printers on FSC Certified paper 
(01264 355430 / info@taitsprinters.co.uk) 
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