
Benefice of Ludgershall and Tidworth 

Order of Service – Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity – Sunday 4th October 2020 

Welcome 

A leader may say a few words of welcome. 

Introductory Sentences 

Leader  We come from scattered lives to meet with God. 

  Let us recognise his presence with us. 

  God in Christ has revealed his glory. 

All  Come, let us worship. 

 

Leader  From the rising of the sun to its setting 

All  the Lord's name is greatly to be praised. 

 

Leader  Give him praise, you servants of the Lord. 

All  O praise the name of the Lord! 

 

Hymn 

Christ is our corner-stone, 

on him alone we build; 

with his true saints alone 

the courts of heaven are filled: 

on his great love 

our hopes we place 

of present grace 

and joys above. 

 

O then with hymns of praise 

these hallowed courts shall ring; 

our voices we will raise 

the Three in One to sing; 

and thus proclaim 

in joyful song 

both loud and strong 

that glorious name. 

 

Here, gracious God, do thou 

for evermore draw nigh; 

accept each faithful vow, 

and mark each suppliant sigh; 

in copious shower 

on all who pray 

each holy day 

thy blessings pour. 

 

Here may we gain from heaven 

the grace which we implore; 

and may that grace, once given, 

be with us evermore, 

until that day 

when all the blest 

to endless rest 

are called away. 



Prayers of Penitence 

Leader  Our Lord Jesus Christ said 

  'The first commandment is this: 

  “Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. 

  You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

  with all your soul, with all your mind, 

  and with all your strength.” 

 

  ‘The second is this: “Love your neighbour as yourself.” 

  There is no other commandment greater than these. 

  On these two commandments hang all the law 

  and the prophets.’ 

All  Amen. Lord have mercy. 

 

Leader  Jesus says, 'Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.' 

  So let us turn away from sin and turn to the Lord, confessing our sins in penitence 

  and faith. 

 

  In a dark and disfigured world we have not held out the light of life: 

  Lord, have mercy. 

All  Lord, have mercy. 

 

Leader  In a hungry and despairing world we have failed to share our bread: 

  Christ, have mercy. 

All  Christ, have mercy. 

   

Leader  In a cold and loveless world we have kept the love of God to ourselves: 

  Lord, have mercy. 

All  Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader  May God, who loved the world so much that he sent his Son to be our Saviour, 

  forgive us our sins, and make us holy to serve him in the world, 

  through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Prayer for today 

 

Leader  Almighty God, 

  you have made us for yourself, 

  and our hearts are restless till they find their rest in you: 

  pour your love into our hearts and draw us to yourself, 

  and so bring us at last to your heavenly city 

  where we shall see you face to face; 

  through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

  who is alive and reigns with you, 

  in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

  one God, now and for ever. 

All  Amen. 

 



 

Hymn 
I danced in the morning when the world was begun, 

and I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun, 

I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth; 

at Bethlehem I had my birth. 

 

Dance then wherever you may be; 

I am the Lord of the Dance, said he, 

and I'll lead you all, wherever you may be, 

and I'll lead you all in the Dance said he. 

 

I danced for the scribe and the Pharisee, 

but they would not dance and they wouldn't follow me. 

I danced for the fishermen, for James and John; 

they came with me and the dance went on. 

 

I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame; 

the holy people said it was a shame. 

They whipped and they stripped and they hung me on high, 

and left me there on a cross to die. 

 

I danced on a Friday and the sky turned black – 

it's hard to dance with the devil on your back. 

They buried my body and they thought I'd gone; 

but I am the Dance and I still go on. 

 

They cut me down and I leapt up high; 

I am the life that will never, never die; 

l'll live in you if you'll live in me – 

I am the Lord of the Dance, said he. 

 

 

 

 

Reading 1 

The first reading is from Paul's letter to the Philippians, chapter three. 

 

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a 

member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, 

a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.  

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I 

regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his 

sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain 

Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one 

that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know Christ 

and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his 

death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.  

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my 

own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my 

own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I 



press on towards the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.  

  This is the word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Hymn 

 

My song is love unknown, 

my Saviour’s love to me, 

love to the loveless shown 

that they might lovely be. 

O who am I, 

that for my sake 

my Lord should take 

frail flesh and die? 

 

He came from his blest throne, 

salvation to bestow, 

but men made strange, and none 

the longed for Christ would know. 

But O, my Friend, 

my Friend indeed, 

who at my need 

his life did spend. 

 

Sometimes they strew his way, 

and his sweet praises sing, 

resounding all the day 

hosannas to their King. 

Then “Crucify!” 

is all their breath, 

and for his death 

they thirst and cry. 

 

Why, what hath my Lord done? 

What makes this rage and spite? 

He made the lame to run, 

he gave the blind their sight. 

Sweet injuries! 

Yet they at these 

themselves displease, 

and ’gainst him rise. 

 

They rise and needs will have 

my dear Lord made away; 

a murderer they save, 

the Prince of Life they slay. 

Yet cheerful he 

to suffering goes, 

that he his foes 

from thence might free. 

 



In life, no house, no home 

my Lord on earth might have; 

in death no friendly tomb 

but what a stranger gave. 

What may I say? 

Heav’n was his home, 

but mine the tomb 

wherein he lay. 

 

Here might I stay and sing: 

no story so divine; 

never was love, dear King, 

never was grief like thine. 

This is my Friend, 

in whose sweet praise 

I all my days 

could gladly spend. 

 

 

Reading 2 

The Second Reading is in the Gospel of Matthew, chapter twenty-one. 

 

‘Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, 

dug a wine press in it, and built a watch-tower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another 

country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 

But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent 

other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to 

them, saying, “They will respect my son.” But when the tenants saw the son, they said to 

themselves, “This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” So they seized him, 

threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what 

will he do to those tenants?’ They said to him, ‘He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and 

lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.’  

Jesus said to them, ‘Have you never read in the scriptures: 

“The stone that the builders rejected 

   has become the cornerstone; 

this was the Lord’s doing, 

   and it is amazing in our eyes”?  

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that 

produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it 

will crush anyone on whom it falls.’  

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking 

about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a 

prophet.   

  This is the word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 

 

Response 

 

A leader will say a few words in response to the Bible readings. 

 

 



The Creed 

 

All  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 

 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the Virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic Church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. 

  Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession, 

ending with The Lord’s Prayer 

  Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name, 

  your kingdom come, 

  your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

  Give us today our daily bread. 

  Forgive us our sins  

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

  Lead us not into temptation  

  but deliver us from evil. 

  For the kingdom, the power, 

  and the glory are yours  

  now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

The Peace 

 

Leader  Christ came and proclaimed the gospel, 

  peace to those who are far off, and peace to those who are near. 

 

  The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All  and also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn 

 

There is a Redeemer, 

Jesus, God's own Son, 

precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 

Holy One. 

 

Thank you, O my Father, 

for giving us your Son, 

and leaving your Spirit 

till the work on earth is done. 

 

Jesus my Redeemer, 

Name above all names, 

precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 

O for sinners slain: 

 

When I stand in glory 

I will see his face, 

and there I'll serve my King for ever 

in that holy place. 

 

 

The Notices 

A leader will deliver some notices. 

 

 

The Blessing 

Leader  Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory 

  and gladden your hearts with the good news of his kingdom; 

  and the blessing of God almighty, 

  the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

  be among you and remian with you always. 

All  Amen. 

 

 

 

Hymn 

 O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 

consider all the works thy hand hath made, 

I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 

thy power throughout the universe displayed: 

 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee, 

'How great thou art! How great thou art!' 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee, 

'How great thou art! How great thou art!' 

 

When through the woods and forest glades I wander 

and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 

when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur, 

and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze: 



 

And when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 

sent him to die, I scarce can take it in; 

that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 

he bled and died to take away my sin: 

 

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 

and take me home – what joy shall fill my heart! 

Then shall I bow in humble adoration 

and there proclaim, 'My God, how great thou art!' 

 

 

 

 

* 

 

Our churches rely on donations from the public to sustain our activities here. 

 


