
Benefice of Ludgershall and Tidworth
Order of Service – Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity – Sunday 11  th   October 2020  

Welcome
A leader may say a few words of welcome.

Introductory Sentences
Leader We come from scattered lives to meet with God.

Let us recognise his presence with us.

God in Christ has revealed his glory.
All Come, let us worship.

Leader From the rising of the sun to its setting
All the Lord's name is greatly to be praised.

Leader Give him praise, you servants of the Lord.
All O praise the name of the Lord!

Hymn
Rejoice! The Lord is King,
your Lord and King adore;
mortals, give thanks and sing,
and triumph evermore:

Lift up your hearts, lift up your voice;
rejoice, again I say, rejoice.

Jesus the Saviour reigns,
the God of truth and love;
when he had purged our stains,
he took his seat above.

His kingdom cannot fail;
he rules o'er earth and heaven;
the keys of death and hell
are to our Jesus given.

He sits at God's right hand
till all his foes submit,
and bow to his command,
and fall beneath his feet.

Rejoice in glorious hope;
Jesus the judge shall come,
and take his servants up
to their eternal home.

We soon shall hear the archangel's voice;
the trump of God shall sound: rejoice!



Prayers of Penitence
Leader Our Lord Jesus Christ said

'The first commandment is this:
“Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind,
and with all your strength.”

‘The second is this: “Love your neighbour as yourself.”
There is no other commandment greater than these.
On these two commandments hang all the law
and the prophets.’

All Amen. Lord have mercy.

Leader Jesus says, 'Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.'
So let us turn away from sin and turn to the Lord, confessing our sins in penitence 
and faith.

In a dark and disfigured world we have not held out the light of life:
Lord, have mercy.

All Lord, have mercy.

Leader In a hungry and despairing world we have failed to share our bread:
Christ, have mercy.

All Christ, have mercy.

Leader In a cold and loveless world we have kept the love of God to ourselves:
Lord, have mercy.

All Lord, have mercy.

Leader May God, who loved the world so much that he sent his Son to be our Saviour,
forgive us our sins, and make us holy to serve him in the world,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

Prayer for today

Leader Almighty and everlasting God,
increase in us the gift of faith
that, forsaking what lies behind
and reaching out to that which is before,
we may run the way of your commandments
and win the crown of everlasting joy;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

All Amen.



Hymn

Give thanks with a grateful heart,
give thanks to the Holy One,
give thanks because he's given
Jesus Christ, his Son.

And now let the weak say, “I am strong!”
Let the poor say, “I am rich
because of what the Lord has done for us!”
Give thanks.

Reading 1
The first reading is from the prophesy of Isaiah, chapter twenty-five.

O Lord, you are my God;
   I will exalt you, I will praise your name;
for you have done wonderful things,
   plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 
For you have made the city a heap,
   the fortified city a ruin;
the palace of aliens is a city no more,
   it will never be rebuilt. 
Therefore strong peoples will glorify you;
   cities of ruthless nations will fear you. 
For you have been a refuge to the poor,
   a refuge to the needy in their distress,
   a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.
When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, 
   the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place,
you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds;
   the song of the ruthless was stilled. 

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples
   a feast of rich food, a feast of well-matured wines,
   of rich food filled with marrow, of well-matured wines strained clear. 
And he will destroy on this mountain
   the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
   the sheet that is spread over all nations; 
he will swallow up death for ever.
Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces,
   and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
   for the Lord has spoken. 
It will be said on that day,
   Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
   This is the Lord for whom we have waited;
   let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.  

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.



Hymn

In Christ alone my hope is found,
he is my light, my strength, my song;
this Cornerstone, this solid Ground,
firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace,
when fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My Comforter, my All in All,
here in the love of Christ I stand.

In Christ alone! – who took on flesh,
fullness of God in helpless babe!
This gift of love and righteousness,
scorned by the ones he came to save:
till on that cross as Jesus died
the wrath of God was satisfied –
for every sin on him was laid;
here in the death of Christ I live.

There in the ground his body lay,
Light of the world by darkness slain:
then bursting forth in glorious day
up from the grave he rose again!
And as he stands in victory
sin's curse has lost its grip on me,
for I am his and he is mine –
bought with the precious blood of Christ.

No guilt in life, no fear in death,
this is the power of Christ in me;
from life's first cry to final breath,
Jesus commands my destiny.
No power of hell, no scheme of man,
can ever pluck me from his hand;
till he returns or calls me home,
here in the power of Christ I'll stand!

Reading 2
The Second Reading is in the Gospel of Matthew, chapter twenty-two.

Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a 
king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited 
to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, “Tell those 
who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been 
slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.” But they made light of it and 
went away, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his slaves, maltreated 
them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and 
burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, “The wedding is ready, but those invited were not 
worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.” 



Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the 
wedding hall was filled with guests. 

‘But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a 
wedding robe, and he said to him, “Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?” And 
he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, “Bind him hand and foot, and throw him 
into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” For many are called, 
but few are chosen.’ 

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Response
A leader will say a few words in response to the Bible readings.

The Creed

All I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession,
ending with The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen.



The Peace

Leader Christ came and proclaimed the gospel,
peace to those who are far off, and peace to those who are near.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
All and also with you.

Hymn

Meekness and majesty, manhood and deity,
in perfect harmony the Man who is God:
Lord of eternity, dwells in humanity,
kneels in humility and washes our feet.

O what a mystery, meekness and majesty,
bow down and worship, for this is our God, this is our God.

Father's pure radiance, perfect in innocence,
yet learns obedience to death on a cross.
suffering to give us life, conquering through sacrifice,
and as they crucify prays, "Father, forgive."

Wisdom unsearchable, God the invisible,
love indestructible in frailty appears.
Lord of infinity, stooping so tenderly,
lifts our humanity to the heights of his throne.

The Notices
A leader will deliver some notices.

The Blessing
Leader Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory

and gladden your hearts with the good news of his kingdom;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remian with you always.

All Amen.

Hymn

Will you come and follow me
if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don't know



and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown,
will you let my name be known,
will you let my life be grown
in you, and you in me?

Will you leave yourself behind
if I but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind
and never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare
should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer prayer
in you, and you in me?

Will you let the blinded see
if I but call your name?
Will you set the prisoners free
and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean,
and do such as this unseen,
and admit to what I mean
in you, and you in me?

Will you love the 'you' you hide
if I but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside
and never be the same?
Will you use the faith you've found
to reshape the world around,
through my sight and touch and sound
in you, and you in me?

Lord, your summons echoes true
when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you
and never be the same.
In your company I'll go
where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I'll move and live and grow
in you, and you in me.

*

Our churches rely on donations from the public to sustain our activities here.

 If you feel called to make an offering towards the Church’s ministry in this community, please do
make contact via our facebook pages or websites.


