
Benefice of Ludgershall and Tidworth
Order of Service – Twentieth Sunday after Trinity – Sunday 25  th   October 2020  

Welcome

A Leader may say some words of welcome.

Introductory Sentences

Leader We come from scattered lives to meet with God.
Let us recognise his presence with us.

God in Christ has revealed his glory.
All Come, let us worship.

Leader From the rising of the sun to its setting
All the Lord's name is greatly to be praised.

Leader Give him praise, you servants of the Lord.
All O praise the name of the Lord!

Hymn
Thy hand, O God, has guided
thy flock from age to age;
the wondrous tale is written,
full clear, on every page;
our fathers owned thy goodness
and we their deeds record;
and both of this bear witness:
one Church, one faith, one Lord.

Thy heralds brought glad tidings
to greatest, as to least;
they bade men rise, and hasten
to share the great King's feast;
and this was all their teaching,
in every deed and word,
to all alike proclaiming
one Church, one faith, one Lord.

When shadows thick were falling,
and all seemed sunk in night,
thou, Lord, didst send thy servants,
thy chosen sons of light.
On them and on thy people
thy plenteous grace was poured,
and this was still their message:
one Church, one faith, one Lord.



Through many a day of darkness,
through many a scene of strife,
the faithful few fought bravely
to guard the nation's life.
Their gospel of redemption –
sin pardoned, man restored –
was all in this enfolded:
one Church, one faith, one Lord.

And we, shall we be faithless?
Shall hearts fail, hands hang down?
Shall we evade the conflict,
and cast away our crown?
Not so: in God's deep counsels
some better thing is stored;
we will maintain, unflinching,
one Church, one faith, one Lord.

Thy mercy will not fail us,
nor leave thy work undone;
with thy right hand to help us
the victory shall be won;
and then, by men and angels
thy name shall be adored;
and this shall be their anthem:
one Church, one faith, one Lord.

Prayers of Penitence
Leader Our Lord Jesus Christ said

'The first commandment is this:
“Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind,
and with all your strength.”

‘The second is this: “Love your neighbour as yourself.”
There is no other commandment greater than these.
On these two commandments hang all the law
and the prophets.’

All Amen. Lord have mercy.

Leader Jesus says, 'Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.'
So let us turn away from sin and turn to the Lord, confessing our sins in penitence 
and faith.

In a dark and disfigured world we have not held out the light of life:
Lord, have mercy.

All Lord, have mercy.



Leader In a hungry and despairing world we have failed to share our bread:
Christ, have mercy.

All Christ, have mercy.

Leader In a cold and loveless world we have kept the love of God to ourselves:
Lord, have mercy.

All Lord, have mercy.

Leader May God, who loved the world so much that he sent his Son to be our Saviour,
forgive us our sins, and make us holy to serve him in the world,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

Prayer for today

Leader God, the giver of life,
whose Holy Spirit wells up within your Church:
by the Spirit’s gifts equip us to live the gospel of Christ
and make us eager to do your will,
that we may share with the whole creation
the joys of eternal life;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

All Amen.

Hymn

Thy kingdom come! On bended knee
the passing ages pray;
and faithful souls have yearned to see
on earth that kingdom's day.

But the slow watches of the night
not less to God belong;
and for the everlasting right
the silent stars are strong.

And lo, already on the hills
the flags of dawn appear;
gird up your loins, ye prophet souls,
proclaim the day is near.

The day in whose clear-shining light
all wrong shall stand revealed,
when justice shall be throned in might,
and every hurt be healed;

When knowledge, hand in hand with peace,



shall walk the earth abroad:
the day of perfect righteousness,
the promised day of God.

Reading 1
The first reading is in Paul's letter to the Colossians, chapter three.

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, 
forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe 
yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of 
Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the
word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with 
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in 
word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through 
him. 

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Hymn

And can it be that I should gain
an interest in the Saviour's blood?
Died he for me, who caused his pain?
For me, who him to death pursued?
Amazing love! How can it be
that thou, my God, shouldst die for me?

'Tis mystery all: the Immortal dies!
Who can explore his strange design?
In vain the first-born seraph tries
to sound the depths of love divine.
'Tis mercy all! Let earth adore,
let angel minds enquire no more.

He left his Father's throne above –
so free, so infinite his grace –
emptied himself of all but love,
and bled for Adam's helpless race.
'Tis mercy all, immense and free;
for, O my God, it found out me!

Long my imprisoned spirit lay
fast bound in sin and nature's night;
thine eye diffused a quickening ray;
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light;
my chains fell off, my heart was free,
I rose, went forth, and followed thee.



No condemnation now I dread;
Jesus, and all in him, is mine!
Alive in him, my living Head,
and clothed in righteousness divine,
bold I approach the eternal throne,
and claim the crown, through Christ, my own.

Reading 2
The Second Reading is in the Gospel of Matthew, chapter twenty-four.

'Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will 
mourn, and they will see “the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven” with power and great 
glory. And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from 
the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 

'From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you
know that summer is near. So also, when you see all these things, you know that he is near, at the 
very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken 
place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.'

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Response

A leader will say a few words in response to the Bible readings.

The Creed

All I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.



Prayers of Intercession,
ending with The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen.

The Peace

Leader Christ came and proclaimed the gospel,
peace to those who are far off, and peace to those who are near.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
All and also with you.

Hymn

Seek ye first the kingdom of God
and his righteousness,
and all these things shall be added unto you.
Allelu-, alleluia.

Alleluia, alleluia,
alleluia, allelu-, alleluia.

We do not live by bread alone, 
but by every word
that proceeds from the mouth of God.
Allelu-, alleluia.

Ask and it shall be given unto you,
seek and ye shall find;
knock and the door shall be opened unto you.
Allelu-, alleluia.

The Notices
A leader will deliver some notices.



The Blessing

Leader Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory
and gladden your hearts with the good news of his kingdom;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remian with you always.

All Amen.

Hymn

Lo, he comes with clouds descending,
once for favoured sinners slain;
thousand thousand saints attending
swell the triumph of his train:
Alleluia!
God appears on earth to reign.

Every eye shall now behold him
robed in dreadful majesty;
those who set at naught and sold him,
pierced and nailed him to the Tree,
deeply wailing,
shall the true Messiah see.

Those dear tokens of his passion
still his dazzling body bears,
cause of endless exultation
to his ransomed worshippers:
with what rapture
gaze we on those glorious scars!

Yea, Amen, let all adore thee,
high on thine eternal throne;
Saviour, take the power and glory,
claim the kingdom for thine own:
Alleluia!
Thou shalt reign, and thou alone.

*

Our churches rely on donations from the public to sustain our activities here.

 If you feel called to make an offering towards the Church’s ministry in this community, please do
make contact via our facebook pages or websites.


