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A note from the Editor

Hello & Welcome

The magazine team took a break during August and we have now returned with
a bumper Harvest Edition.
The colours of the front cover reflect the season as we transition into autumn,
and also the theme of Harvest, which is displayed on the centre pages as our
churches of Holy Trinity and St James celebrated Harvest Festival.
Thank you to everyone who donated an offering for the Andover Foodbank and
for the wonderful fresh fruit, vegetables and flowers that decorated both
churches over the Harvest weekend.
Sadly, we lost the horse chestnut tree of St James churchyard in August, and
Churchwarden Mike Dunning has provided a pictorial record of what happened.
The loss of the ancient tree has provided several pages of content, and some of
its wood is being put to good use in an attempt to raise donations for the
church.

We hope you will enjoy reading the mix of
content in the magazine. We want to appeal
to everyone in our community and are open
to your ideas and welcome feedback to
editor.ludgershallandtidworth@gmail.com
Thank you to everyone who has contributed
to this edition: we simply could not have
done it without you!
See you in October
Sarah Blanchard

Our Rector writes
Dear Friends,
Thank you for the feedback we have received about our
trial editions of a full colour magazine. We are living
through difficult times and I am incredibly grateful to
everyone who has taken the trouble to get in touch to
share their views.
The last two editions were a bit of an experiment and I don’t know if you
noticed, but the new editors have been on a very steep learning curve!
I want to take this opportunity to thank, on behalf of you all, Michael Meade
who has been involved with the St James Parish News for over 37 years,
editing it for 30 of those years, and also John Edwards who has edited the
Holy Trinity Church Magazine for the last 18 years. We are all very grateful for
their many years of service and also to all of the other people who have
helped with our magazines over the decades.

Our church councils have now decided to go ahead with a full colour
magazine for our two communities, with the extra cost of printing being
covered by advertising from local businesses. So, I want to thank everyone
who has supported the local church by advertising in our magazines over the
years and in particular those businesses that continue to support us in this
way.
The lockdown has hit businesses hard everywhere. In our community I hope
that we can encourage you to support our local businesses. As the saying
goes, “use it or lose it”. We want our local businesses and our local economy
to thrive and I hope this magazine can help with that and especially in this
harvest season.

Harvest Festivals in recent years have tended to focus on marrows and tins of
beans and things like that, but I want to bring back something from the
medieval church which is a more ancient tradition of thanking God for the
“harvest” produced by every person, every profession and every business, not
only food producers.

continued
So, this year we will of course continue to pray for farmers and collect for the
Foodbank as we normally do, but I also want to give thanks for that wider
harvest that is produced by local people.
What are the various types of “harvest” that we all produce in our local
community? I wonder how many you can think of.

Off the top of my head the various different types of “harvest” that I can think
of are… a fixed pipe if you’re a plumber, or a haircut, or legal advice, or some
building work, or some help in the garden, or the enormous outpouring of
community spirit and goodwill expressed by local people volunteering to help
out in recent months (and over many years in very many cases – we are so lucky
to have so many brilliant people here!). Can you think of anymore?
This year I want to encourage you to thank God for all the whole harvest tomatoes or beetroot from the allotments or for pasta or toilet roll from the
supermarkets and all of the time and skill of local people too!
May God bless it all this harvest tide

Rev Tim

Bartlett House service of thanksgiving
Many of you will have read the sad news about the planned closure of our local
care-home, Bartlett House in Ludgershall.
Rather than let this go un-noticed I have suggested that we could have a
service of thanksgiving for all of the good work that the staff of Bartlett House
have done over the years and the Manager has agreed that this would be a
lovely idea.
Please look out for further details to follow, once they have been arranged.

Church Services & Announcements
Both of our local churches are holding outdoor services every Sunday, weather
permitting. The times are:
St James 10:00am-10:30am
Holy Trinity 11:00am-11:30am
Our broadcasted morning worship continues on Castledown FM (104.7FM)
every Sunday 10:00 am to 10:45am.
Kyanna Bella-Rose Wright was baptised by Reverend
Tim at St James church on 30 August. Please pray
for Kyanna and her godparents.
Please also pray for Allan Wright and Charlie O’Shea
who are getting married on 17 October (we hope to
share a photo of Charlie and Allan in the next
edition), and for Amanda and Jason who are getting married in April 2021.
Your prayers will also be appreciated for the families and friends of those who
are no longer with us, and for Mrs Mona Hawkins who has recently passed away
and whose funeral is taking place on 8 October at St James.
Details of who to contact if you want to arrange a church service:

For Baptisms
Holy Trinity Tidworth, Tina on 01980 600892
St James Ludgershall , Sue on 01264 791487
baptism.ludgershallandtidworth@gmail.com
For Weddings
Holy Trinity Tidworth – Tina on 01980 600892
St James Ludgershall – Janet on 01264 790213
wedding.ludgershallandtidworth@gmail.com
For Funerals
Holy Trinity Tidworth – Tina on 01980 600892
St James Ludgershall – Julie on 01264 790448
funeral.ludgershallandtidworth@gmail.com

Local radio station, Castledown FM, comes
to the rescue.
Barry Rhodes, volunteer presenter at Castledown FM, tells us how the
radio station has helped to digitalize our church services
In March when our churches were
closed, Reverend Tim approached us
at Castledown FM to ask if it would be
possible to broadcast a live Sunday
service, and as the local community
radio station, we were only too happy
to help.
Many obstacles faced us, such as how
could we recreate the intimate sacred
church service we are used to on
radio? and how could we give the sign
of peace to each other as we do in
church? Another challenge was how to
involve as many of the congregation in
the service as possible as we were
aware that not every parishioner uses
social media.
Facebook Live was a challenge for all
of us in the beginning, having never
attempted to simulcast sound and
vision together. It has not always gone

Barry at work in the
as well as we
studio
would have
liked, but we
have learnt
along the way
and as the
weeks pass the service gets better and
better.

It has been my privilege to be involved
in producing the weekly service, for
both the church and the community. I
knew Tim and Jimmy and often spoke
to them around the town, and now
having worked closely with them, they
have become dear friends of mine, and
also friends of our radio station.
I would like to thank everyone from
the churches of Ludgershall and
Tidworth for your readings, prayers
and very kind and encouraging words,
and as we prepare to move onto a new
phase, I am reminded of these words:
“I’m in his hands, whatever the future
holds, I’m in his hands, the days I
cannot see have all be planned for me,
his way is best, you see I’m in his
hands.”
God Bless
Barry Rhodes

Tidying Holy Trinity churchyard
A few weeks ago Holy Trinity church had its
first working party in ages. We focused mainly
on the hedges and brambles around the
parking area, and on the area between the
churchyard and the Garrison Theatre (there
were brambles there too!)
As you can see, some photos were carefully
posed, but we also got some action shots and some were rather unexpected!
But everyone was working hard and we got a lot done.
Do you recognise any of the people in the
pictures?

In a lot of areas it looked like a jungle before
we’d started but by the end of the morning
things were looking a lot better.

We’ll be having our next working
party on Saturday 3rd October so
please come and join us any time
from 9am to 11:30am.

Demise of the horse chestnut tree
in St James churchyard
Churchwarden Mike Dunning provides a pictorial record of the events
The iconic St James Street feature seemed in rude
health in Spring 2020. Strong gales of winds in June
caught us all out and a large bough broke away
from the trunk, damaging an empty van parked
opposite the vets.
The resulting damage was adjudged by two
independent arborists as very dangerous and in
need of urgent attention. Demolition was agreed as
the safest option.

Head for heights anyone? A single day’s
work by William Warden’s team made the
area safe.
The trunk was tidied and expertly
felled on the second day.

Finally, a root shredding machine is used
leaving a perfectly friable base for future
development.
This wonderful old tree can be replaced
with a suitable alternative. See page 11
for the details.

Wood-turning of the St James horse chestnut tree
When we realised the tree had to be felled for safety reasons, we felt that
some members of the Parish might like a momento to remind them of its
presence and loss.
When the tree surgeons came to take the tree down, we asked for some of
the timber so that items could be lathe turned, and be available to village
folk. Fruit bowls, vases and a representative Holy Family of Joseph, Mary and
Jesus were turned, and painted. All are available, as during this period of
COVID, church income has receded, and although we are not charging for
items made from the tree, donations are most welcome to try to offset the
shortfall.
Below are photos of a few of the completed items available, including a
symbolic Rector and Curate. If you would like to support this project, please
contact Errol or Sue on 01264 791487.

Errol Williams is the woodturner who has made these beautiful items
“When I was abut 14 years old, I turned a couple of candlesticks during my
woodwork lessons at school. Turning wood is a hobby for a lazy man as one of
the advantages of turning wood is that the lathe does all the work and you
merely stand there offering the right tool at the right angle.
Having retired twice, once in 2006 and again in 2014 I needed an engrossing
hobby and was fortunate to be given a wood turning lathe together with the
necessary tools. For the last 6 years it has kept me out of mischief and our
home is now cluttered with various objects I have turned, and I am sure that
most of my friends have benefitted with my output.

The chance to use my limited skills to make objects from the Horse Chestnut
was an opportunity not to be missed.”

St James churchyard tree replacement
The PCC have agreed to the replacement of the horse chestnut with a safer
option positioned a suitable distance (2 metres) from the old site. Any
alternative (horse chestnut we find from bitter experience, will drop boughs
when mature and so is NOT recommended where it can overhang Public Rights
of Way) would of course need the approval of the Wiltshire County Council and
Church Authorities.
It would be useful to have a clear idea of what WE feel would be a worthy
replacement, so a table of some possible tree types is included, together with
salient features to provide some background from which choices may be made.

Readers are asked to consider the probable options listed opposite and vote for
one (or indeed, none if preferred) by leaving a message for me on telephone
01264 398602 before the end of October. To ensure a vote counts the message
needs name and contact detail. Presently the Hornbeam, English Oak and
Walnut have one vote each, with the Weeping Silver Birch two votes. Please
note the list offered is for guidance purposes and not exhaustive.
Mike Dunning, Church Warden

The St James Share Club
Our Share Club winners for August & September are:

August Patricia Brice, number 80
September Hazel Charlton, number 100
You can still join our Share Club. It’s a monthly draw and the prize
money will never be less than half of the monthly subscriptions and will rise in
direct ratio to the number of participating members.
For details contact Julie Walker 01264 790448

Who’s who in this 1970’s photograph?
Do you recognise any of the
faces in this photo of Holy
Trinity Tidworth Choir
taken in the late 1970’s?
The photo belongs to Errol
and Sue Williams, two of
the girls are their
daughters and Rev Eddie
Farrow and his wife are also
there.

If you are in the photo, or
know anyone who is, we’d
love to hear from you at
edtor.ludgershallandtidwo
rth@gmail.com

Ride and Stride
The annual sponsored cycle, walk or horse ride
from St James to St Andrews Church,
Collinbourne Ducis, took place on 12 September.
Others rode their bikes around Hampshire and
visited 10 churches - very well done!
It was a beautiful morning and money was
raised for Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust and
our church’s ministry. Last year WHCT awarded
St James’ a grant of £1000 towards the
restoration of the church clock face.
A big thank you to everyone who has donated
and to all who participated on the day.

Meet the team behind the glass of St James
new window

Introducing the Salisbury Cathedral Stained Glass team who will work on
assembling the stained glass into the leaded window. Sam (left) came to
St James a few weeks ago and took a templet of the window from the
outside of the church.

Temporary Suspension of Ludgershall & Tidworth
Link Scheme
Due to Covid 19 and Government guidelines, the Ludgershall & Tidworth
Link Scheme is temporally suspended.
If anyone requires transport we advise them to contact their Doctors
Surgery or the Hospital where they have an appointment.
We have made this decision in order to protect our volunteers and their
families.

Harvest Festival at
Holy Trinity & St James

Tidworth Town Council news update
Town Council & Wiltshire Police announce partnership to
build new joint facilities.
I am pleased to finally announce that Tidworth Town Council and Wiltshire
Police are working together to build a new civic centre and Community Policing
Team hub to replace the community centre at Wylye Road. The civic centre is
needed with the growth in the town in recent years. It will be a modern facility
that will enable far more use by local groups
and the wider community than the existing
community centre, which has served us well
but is limited in its use and is showing its
age. The police being part of the project is a
massive coup for the town. It will mean the
closure of the Amesbury and Tidworth
L to R: Angus McPherson Police &
Crime Commissioner, Mark Connolly stations and the local team being
Mayor & Wiltshire Councillor and
permanently based in Tidworth, which can
Inspector Liz Coles.
only be good news for the town.

Initial plans of the building can be seen below and on the opposite page. A
public consultation on the plans will be held later this year prior to the formal
planning application being submitted in January 2021. The building of the
centre is likely to take place from
mid-2022 to autumn 2023.
The last few months have been
very difficult for all of us and in
particular local independent
businesses. I have helped
several local businesses with
grant applications and given
information on social media on
how they can apply.
I have also worked closely with the Tidworth Chamber of Commerce, so much
so that the Town Council is now a member of the Chamber and sits on its
committee so that we can work together for the benefit of the community.

Anti-social behavior has unfortunately been on the increase recently around the
town. The Council removed the buggy shelter outside of the Council offices and
the bus shelter next to the Wylye Road play park (opposite the Post Office) due
to ongoing issues at both sites. I have been liaising with the police about areas
of concern and targeted patrols are taking place.
The Council has two vacancies for new members who want to give something to
the community. It is a rewarding role and you can help organise events such as
Tidworth Festival and provide facilities for the town. If you are interested,
please contact Cary Lovel at Townclerk@tidworthtowncouncil.gov.uk.

Mark Connolly
Mayor & Wiltshire Councillor
for Tidworth
01980 847332 / 07925342946

Ludgershall Town Council
Ludgershall Town Council Office is open 10am – 1pm,
Monday, Wednesday and Thursday.

During these times an appointment system is in operation,
so please contact the office in advance on 01264 391629 or
email info@ludgershall-tc.gov.uk to book a time.

As your Rector, I want to say a big “THANK YOU” to
everyone who regularly gives to the local church and everyone
who has supported us through the Coronavirus Crisis.

May God bless you for your continued generosity
Rev Tim

Eco Church Update
We've said farewell to our swifts for the
summer, and possibly the last of the house
martins as well; the end of summer also marks
the end of the flowering season for our wildflower meadow at St. James.
The meadow has been slowly seeing some improvements from last year, our
overall goal is to reduce the density of grass present to allow other species to
flourish. To keep track of this, we carried out a
plant survey in August before the meadow was cut
for hay. Encouragingly, there is less grass overall
than last year, and we're seeing some interesting
species such as yellow rattle, hawkbit, knapweed,
and the native crested dog's tail grass spring up.
We also found a lot of frogs hiding in the meadow,
and even a slow worm!
After surveying, we then cut, turned, and raked
the meadow for hay, which Rev. Tim's sheep will
enjoy over the winter. The sheep will also help us to reduce the grass over the
winter by keeping it close cropped and allowing the flowers to get a head start
over the grass in the springtime. With such an improvement in one year, it will
be really exciting to see what the spring brings in the way of new flowers.

Lydia Reese

Church Quiz Night
The next quiz is taking place, via
Having
fun inon
the22
Churchyard
Zoom,
October at 7:30pm.
building bugs hotels

If you would like to join the fun,
please email Errol at
errolsue487@gmail.com for the
joining details.

Church Walk
Join us for a gentle, local
walk. We will meet at the
gate of St James at 10:00 am
on Saturday 31 October.
Hope to see you there!

Notes from a Bible Study
Over the summer, our Bible Study Group has inched our way through the first
letter of Paul to Timothy, and last week we reached the final chapter. The letter
is full of all sorts of advice from St Paul for the then Rev’d Tim of Ephesus, but
during this last chapter one little part of a verse caught my attention.
It’s a tiny bit, but I wanted to share it with you: 1 Timothy 6 v12 says, “Take hold
of the eternal life to which you were called.” Take hold of the eternal life. It is a
phrase that suggests solidity, tangibility. It also suggests action! Here is
something we can do! It has the air of the start of the method of a recipe
perhaps. Take your main ingredient, the bit that makes the whole dish make
sense and set out with that.
In our home, before we leave the house we have a habit of reciting the things
we need to have with us. Standing by the front door, the cry goes up, “Keys?
Wallet? Phone?” And we pat the various pockets or rifle through the handbag to
check we have those things. Well, let’s add to the list: “Keys? Wallet? Phone?
Eternal Life?” What does it look like if we mentally grasp our eternal life and
carry it with us wherever we go? If we actively think about our calling as children
of God? We might say to ourselves before we go out, “My purpose is to worship
God and serve others - whatever I do today, it is for God’s glory and my offering
to Him.”

One member of our study group reminded us of the Orthodox Jewish practice of
touching a little passage of scripture housed in a little decorative case, called a
mezuzah, every time they go out and come back into their home. It is the same
idea, to use our human physicality to remind ourselves of profound spiritual
truths. Similarly, communion and baptism use a physical experience of breaking
and eating bread or being washed with water to connect us with the deeply
mysterious Being called God and His wonderful love for us.
We can find ways to remind ourselves that God has called us, He knows each of
us by name, He loves us, and wants to bless us when we are out in the world,
and bless us when we are at home. Wherever we are and whatever we are
doing, He is with us, always. To take hold of our eternal life is to nurture those
things in our hearts and to live those things out in our lives.
Ros Leverett

Who is the local hero?
A life well lived, but can you guess who it is?
“I was the third son born on 26 December 1667 to
a Wiltshire landed gentleman who held a position in
the household of Prince George of Denmark and
Norway.

In the year before I was born, Father was lucky to
flee London in the face of the great fire, however it
did seem to rid the City of that great pestilence. He
took two days to travel home to Fifield mainly via
the drovers’ roads which were reasonably passable
that autumn, just before the main drives of the
year. Perhaps in the circumstances there was also
a shortage of carriages and suitable mounts since
everyone who could, was escaping the scene of that
terrible conflagration which lasted five days until
the wind dropped.
My domestic family were mainly resident in Father’s
country estates in Wiltshire, what with those
dreaded outbreaks of the bubonic plague around
that time. How lucky we were to have the air of the
manor and large farmhouses.
I much enjoyed the hunting, riding and country
pursuits of the young country gentleman,
particularly in summer months when travel was
convenient. A Tory without question, just like my
Father. Somehow he had avoided the worst of the
religious squabbles and civil wars, to keep his head
and estates intact.
Education! what a waste of time that is, for a fit and
healthy product of the Landed Gentry who were still
the main influence and power in this land.
Thankfully university or grand apprenticeship were
not to be for me! So, who am I?”

If you know please pass on (only) to Mike Dunning
via editor.ludgershallandtidworth@gmail.com

The Parable of the Sower (video available soon!)

The stage is set.....
Once again the ‘Open the Book’ and Assembly team, from St James, are all
ready to make another video for Ludgershall Castle Primary to celebrate
Harvest. This is based on the parable of The Sower.

Our seeds from the Corn family are all lined up, centre stage, ready for
action. There’s Pop Corn, Mummy Corn, Andy Corn and Lizzy Corn, so we shall
wait to see what they grow into.
Hopefully the children will enjoy this video as much as we have enjoyed
making it, and they will also enjoy the ‘out takes’. You will be able to view it
soon on the St James Facebook page.

Britain 1750-1900 wordsearch

Answers on last page

Recipes to try for your delectation
Squidgy Tart
Ingredients
125ml carton of double cream
100g (4oz) good quality
cooking chocolate
200g tiny marshmallows
1 sweet pastry shell
Serves 6

This recipe comes from Ralph aged 9 years,
he says “try this sumptuous recipe, you will
be amazed how delicious it is. It is the best
recipe because it has chocolate,
marshmallows and cream”.
Put the double cream, chocolate and half the
marshmallows into a saucepan, heat gently,
stirring until melted.
Pour into the pastry shell and top with the
remaining marshmallows.
Ralph says “The marshmallows make this the
squidgiest and most amazing pudding you
will ever taste. I know you will love this!”
Sue Williams

Rosehip Syrup

Rosehip syrup is very rich in vitamin C and to retain as much of the vitamin as
possible make the syrup as follows:
Choose hips which are fresh, fully ripe, and deep red.

Mince the rosehips and put them at once into boiling water. 1 ¾ litre of water
for 1 kg of hips.
Bring back to boiling point and remove from the heat and allow to stand for 10
to 15 minutes.

Strain through a jelly bag and when it stops dripping return the pulp to the pan
with another 850 mil of boiling water. Bring back to the boil and allow to stand
for 10 minutes. Now strain again.
Mix the two extracts and pour into a clean pan and
reduced by boiling until the juice measures 850
mil. Add 450g of sugar stir until dissolved and boil
for five minutes. Pour whilst hot into clean,
sterilised hot bottles or jars, seal it at once.
Julie Walker

Colouring for children

Worshipful Colouring

Future editions of our Community Magazine
As your local churches, we want to support local groups, businesses and
people as much as we can.
Advertising local businesses
We welcome advertising support from businesses in our community. If you
would like to advertise, the monthly prices are for a full page £50, half page
£40, and sixth of a page £20. For further details please email
advert.ludgershallandtidworth@gmail.com
Advertising local groups
Tell us about your group so we can advertise it to the wider community in
Ludgershall and Tidworth. Explain how all people can join in, even if we are
housebound or limited in our ability to meet in ways we normally would.
Please email advert.ludgershallandtidworth@gmail.com
Submission of articles, stories, and feedback
Please email editor.ludgershallandtidworth@gmail.com. We may not be
able to print everything received, and we welcome submissions from
individuals, businesses or groups.
For subscriptions or to make a donation
If you would like to support our work and the work of our churches as we try
to support local people, please contact us for details at
subs.ludgershallandtidworth@gmail.com
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St James Ludgershall & Holy Trinity Tidworth
The Benefice Office can be contacted on 01264 790042
Our Rector is The Reverend Tim Laund
07894 209833 / revtimlaundon@gmail.com
Our Curate is The Reverend Jimmy Holden
01264 791770 / ludgershall.curate@gmail.com
Our Church Wardens are:
Tina Edwards (Holy Trinity Tidworth) 01980 600892
Julie Walker (St James Ludgershall) 01264 790448
Mike Dunning (St James Ludgershall) 01264 398602
Our Church Halls are available for hire:
For enquiries about Holy Trinity Church Hall,
contact Tina on 01980 600892
For enquiries about St James Church Hall,
contact Julie on 01264 790448

