
Benefice of Ludgershall and Tidworth
Order of Service – First Sunday in Lent

Sunday 21  st   February 2021  

Welcome
A leader may say some words of welcome.

Introductory Sentences
Leader We come from scattered lives to meet with God.

Let us recognise his presence with us.

God in Christ has revealed his glory.
All Come, let us worship.

Leader From the rising of the sun to its setting
All the Lord's name is greatly to be praised.

Leader Give him praise, you servants of the Lord.
All O praise the name of the Lord!

Hymn
Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us
o'er the world's tempestuous sea;
guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us,
for we have no help but thee;
yet possessing every blessing
if our God our Father be.

Saviour, breathe forgiveness o'er us:
all our weakness thou dost know;
thou didst tread this earth before us,
thou didst feel it's keenest woe;
lone and dreary, faint and weary,
through the desert thou didst go.

Spirit of our God, descending,
fill our hearts with heavenly joy,
love with every passion blending,
pleasure that can never cloy:
thus provided, pardoned, guided,
nothing can our peace destroy.

Prayers of Penitence

Leader Jesus says, “The kingdom of God has come near: repent and believe in the good 
news.”
Let us draw near to God, confessing our resistance to his love, and our failure to love
others.



Creator God, you sustain us every second of our lives; but we forget that our life is a 
gift:
Lord, have mercy.

All Lord, have mercy.

Leader Creator God, you call us to live in the light; but in our shame we choose to live in 
darkness:
Christ, have mercy.

All Christ, have mercy.

Leader Creator God, you have made all people in your image; but we ignore that image in 
the people around us:
Lord, have mercy.

All Lord, have mercy.

Leader May God, who loved the world so much that he sent his Son to be our Saviour,
forgive us our sins, and make us holy to serve him in the world,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

Prayer for today

Leader Heavenly Father,
your Son battled with the powers of darkness,
and grew closer to you in the desert:
help us to use these days to grow in wisdom and prayer
that we may witness to your saving love
in Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

Hymn
O King enthroned on high,
thou Comforter divine,
blest Spirit of all truth, be nigh
and make us thine.

Thou art the source of life,
thou art our treasure-store;
give us thy peace and end our strife
for evermore.

Descend, O heavenly Dove,
abide with us always;
and in the fulness of thy love
cleanse us, we pray.



Reading 1
The first reading is in the book of Genesis, chapter nine.

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, ‘As for me, I am establishing my covenant with 
you and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the 
domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I 
establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, 
and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.’ God said, ‘This is the sign of the 
covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future 
generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and 
the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my 
covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall 
never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and 
remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the 
earth.’ God said to Noah, ‘This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and 
all flesh that is on the earth.’  

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Hymn

O for a closer walk with God,
a calm and heavenly frame;
a light to shine upon the road
that leads me to the Lamb!

What peaceful hours I once enjoyed,
how sweet their memory still!
But they have left an aching void
the world can never fill.

Return, O holy Dove, return,
sweet messenger of rest:
I hate the sins that made thee mourn
and drove thee from my breast.

The dearest idol I have known,
whate'er that idol be,
help me to tear it from thy throne
and worship only thee.

So shall my walk be close with God,
calm and serene my frame;
so purer light shall mark the road
that leads me to the Lamb.



Reading 2
The second reading is in the Gospel of Mark, chapter one.

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just
as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a
dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 
pleased.’ 

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness for forty 
days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying,
‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good 
news.’

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Response

A leader will say a few words in response to the Bible readings.
A piece of reflective music may be played after the sermon.

The Creed

All I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Leader Lord of compassion
All In your mercy, hear us



ending with The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen.

The Peace
Leader Jesus says, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.

Do not let your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.”

The peace of the Lord be always with you
All and also with you.

Hymn
She sits like a bird,
brooding on the waters,
hovering on the chaos of the world's first day;
she sighs and she sings,
mothering creation,
waiting to give birth to all the Word will say.

She wings over earth,
resting where she wishes,
lighting close at hand or soaring through the skies;
she nests in the womb,
welcoming each wonder,
nourishing potential hidden to our eyes.

She dances in fire,
startling her spectators,
waking tongues of ecstasy where dumbness reigned;
she weans and inspires
all whose hearts are open,
nor can she be captured, silenced, or restrained.

For she is the Spirit,
one with God in essence,
gifted by the Saviour in eternal love;
and she is the key
opening the Scriptures,
enemy of apathy and heavenly dove.



The Notices

A leader will share some notices.

The Blessing

Leader Christ give you grace to grow in holiness,
to deny yourselves, take up your cross, and follow him;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remian with you always.

All Amen.

Hymn

Like a mighty river flowing,
like a flower in beauty growing,
far beyond all human knowing
is the perfect peace of God.

Like the hills serene and even,
like the coursing clouds of heaven,
like the heart that's been forgiven
is the perfect peace of God.

Like the summer breezes playing,
like the tall trees softly swaying,
like the lips of silent praying
is the perfect peace of God.

Like the morning sun ascended,
like the scents of evening blended,
like a friendship never ended
is the perfect peace of God.

Like the azure ocean swelling,
like the jewel all-excelling,
far beyond all human telling
is the perfect peace of God.

*

Our churches rely on donations from the public to sustain our activities here.

 If you feel called to make an offering towards the Church’s ministry in this community, please do
make contact via our facebook pages or websites.


